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7 is ſcarce any Stery þ little known, for 
one ſo very popular, as that of Ronin Hoon 
and . oHN. Numbers there are, who look 
pon all that is ſaid of em as fabulous, and believe 
'em (like the Heroes and Gods of Homer and Ovid) 
to have exiſted no where but in the fertile Brain 0 

of an inventing Poet. Nor is this the Opinion a | 
of a few thinking People : I have often heard it 
aſſerted by men of good Senſe ; but that they are miſ- 


naten, is very certain: For King Richard I. tranſ- 


ported with Zeal, blindly ſacred every Thing to 
it, and ruin'd himſelf and almoſt his whole Nation, 
to carry on a War againſt the Infidels in the Holy 
Land, where he went in Perſon. The inteſtine 
Troubles of England were very great at that T ime ; 
and even John, the King's Brother, cabal d ts: 
acthrone him, and take Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom 
This was an Opportunity, which the Outlaws and 
Banditti would by no Means neglact; and England 
was every where infeſted with. Thieves and FA Fry 
Y But, amongſt theſe, none made ſo conſiderable a 
1 hs 00 as Robin Wea 3 as Hiſtorians aſſure 


Us, 85 


"The PREFACE. 


18, chiefly reſided in Vorkſhire; but who, if we 
may give any Credit to moſt of our old Songs, was | 
very converſant in the Coumy of Nottingham. | 
Bejides Little John, he had an hundred Bowmen 
f his Ketinue. But none but the Rich ſtood in 
Awe df him: So far from hurting the Poor, he 
did them all the Good that lay in his Power, Of 
the Nich, he ſeldom abus d thoſe he rabb'd; and 
never offer d to flop or rifle any Woman. It is not 
Derry poſitively known who he was ; but the general 
Opinion ofthe Hiſtorians is, that he was a Noble- 
man, by Birth noble, and created an Earl, for 
ſome.” conſiderable Service done to his  Countny in 
Har. But having riotoufly ſpent his Eftate, he 
took to that May of Living; rather chuſing to 
venture his Lie for every Thing he got, than to 
liveiin a dependent State, and be beholden to any 
Body for his Bread. Hubert, Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, and Chief fuſticiary of England, en- 
deavouring all he could to fup proſe theſe Robbers 
and Outlibas, ſet a very conſiderable Price upon the 
Head of Robin Hood; and ſeveral Stratagems 
Were _ to apprehend him; but all their Attempts | 
pro d fruitlejs. Force, he-repell'd by Force, and | 
Art by Cunning jj till at length falling fick, be 
went (in Order to be the better taten care L ) to 
Berkley's, a Nunnery in Yorkſhire where he defired 
to be let Blocd; but the Reward. ſet upon his Head, 
being very conſiderable, provid a Temptation to ſome 
who. knew him, by whom he was betray d, and, i- 
lead of Bleeding as he dgſir d, he was bloetted" to 
Death, about he latter End of 11999 
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—— 


SONG I 


The Pedigree, 2 and Marriage of Rebin Hed 


with Clorinda, Queen of Titbury-Feaſt. Suppoſed 


| to be related by the 4 ale, who aged at their 


Wedding. 


13 gentlemen will you be ſilent awhile ? 


y, and then you ſhall hear anon 


A very good ballad of bold Robin Hood, 


And of his brave man Little John, 


In Lockſley town, in merry Nottinghamſhire, 
In merry ſweet Lockſley town, 


There bold Robin Hood was born and bred, 


Bold Robin of famous renown, 


The father of Robin a foreſter was, 

And he ſhot with a luſty ſtrong bow, | 
Two north-country miles and an inch at a ſhoot, 
As the pindar of Wakefield does know ; 


For he brought Adam Bell, and Clim of the Clough, | 


And William a Clowdel-lae, | 
To ſhoot with a foreſter for forty marks, 
And the foreſter beat 8 8 all three. 
| | „ 
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His mother was niece to the Coventry knight, 
Which Warwickſhire men call Sir Guy, 


For he flew the blue boar that hangs up at the gate, . 


Or my hoſt at the Bull tells a lye. 


Her brother was Gamewell, of great Gamewell-hall, 0 


A noble houſe-keeper was he, 
Ay, as ever broke bread in ſweet Nottinghamſhire, 
And a *{quire of famous degree. 


The mother of Robin ſaid to her huſband, 
My honey, my love, and my dear, 

Let Robin and I ride this morning to Gamewell, 
To taſte of my brother's good cheer. 


And he ſaid, I grant thee thy boon, gentle Joan; 
Take one of my horſes, I pray; 
The ſun is ariſing, and therefore make halle, 
For to-morrow is Chriſtmas-day. 
Then Robin Hood's father's grey gelding was 
And ſaddled and bridled was he; brought, 
God wot a blue bonnet, his new ſuit of cloaths, 
And a cloak that did reach to his knee. 
She got on her holiday kirtle and gown, 
They were all of a Lincoln green; 


The cleth was home; ſpun, but for colour and make | 


It might have beſeem'd our queen. 


And then Robin got on his baſket-hilt ſword, 
And his dagger on the other fide ; 

And' ſaid, my dear mother, let's hafte to be gone, 
We have forty long miles to ride, 


When Robin was mounted on his gelding ſo grey, 


His father, without any trouble, 

Sit her up behind him, and bid her not fear, 
For his gelding had oft carried double. F{bours, 

And when the was ſettled, they rode to their neigh- 
And drank and ſhook hands with them all; 

And then Robin gallop'd, and never gave ober, 

Till they ns at Gamewell-hall.. 3 
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ROBIN HOOD. 3 
And now you may think the right worſhipful *ſquire 
6 Was joyful his ſiſter to ſee ; 
For he kiſs'd her, and kiſs'd her, and ſwore a great 
| Thou art welcome kind ſiſter to me. [oath, 
The morrow, when maſs had been ſaid at the chapel, 
; Six tables were covered in the hall, 
And in comes the '{quire and makes a ſhort ſpeech, 
It was, gentlemen, you're welcome all. 


But not a man here ſhall taſte my March beer, 
Till a Chriftmas carol he does ſing; 
Then all clapp'd their hands, and they ſhouted and 

Till the hall and the parlour did ring. [ſung, 


| Now muſtard and brawn, roaſt beef and plumb pies, 
Were ſet upon every table; | 

And noble George Gamewell ſaid, eat & be merry, 

And drink too as long as you're able. 


| When dinner was ended his chaplain ſaid grace; 
| And be merry my friends,, faid the *{quare 
It rains and it blows ; but call for more ale, 
And lay ſome more wood on the fire, 


And now call ye Little John hither to me, 
For Little John is a fine lad, | 
At gambols and juggling, and twenty ſuch tricks, 
As ſhall make you both merry and glad. 


When Little John came, to gambols they went, 
Both gentlemen, 'ycomen, and clowns : 

And what do you think ? Why, as true as I . 

Bold Robin put them all down. 


And now you may think, the right worſhipful'ſquire, 
Was joyful this fight for to ſee ; 

For, he fad, Couſin Robin, thou go'ſt no more home, 
But tarry and dwell here with me: | 

Thou ſhalt have my land when I die, and *till then 


Thou ſhalt be the ſtaff of my age. 
Then grant me my boon, dear uncle, ſaid Robin, 


That Little John may be my page. 
B 2 And 
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And he laid; kind ai, I grant thee thy boon ; 2 -| 


With all my heart, ſo let it be, 


Then come hither Little John, ſaid Robin Hood, 


Come hither, my page unto me : 


Go fetch me my bow, my longeſt bow, 
oo broad arrows, one, two, or three ; 
F 


Forwhen'*tis fair weather, we'll into Sheerwood, 


ome merry paſtime to ſee, 


When Robin Hood. came into merry Sheerwood, 
He winded his bugle ſo clear; 

And twice five and twenty good yeomen and bold 
Before Robin Hood did appear. 


Where are your companions all, ſaid Robin Hood ? 
For ſtill I want forty and three ; bers 5, 

Then ſaid a bold yeoman, lo yonder they ſtand, 
All under a green wood tree. 


As that word was ſpoke, Clorinda came by, 
The queen of the ſhepherds was ſhe ; 


And her gown was of velvet as green as the orafef 


And her buſkin did reach to her knee : 


Her gait it was graceful, her body was ftraight, 


And her countenance it was free from pride; 
A bow in her hand, and a quiver of arrows 
Hung dangling down by her ſweet ſide, 


Her eye-brows were black, ay, and ſo was her hair, 
And her fkin was as ſmooth as glaſs ; \ 
Her. viſage ſpoke wiſdom and modal y too ; 
Sets with Robin Hood ſuch a laſs ! 


Says Robin Hood, fair lady, whither away * 
O whither fair lady, away ? 

And ſhe made him anſwer, to kill a fat buck; 
For to-morrow is Titbury-day. 
Said Robin Hood, lady fair, will you wander with me 

A little to yonder green bower ; 
There fit down to reit you, and you ſhall be fure | 
Of a brace, or a leaſh, in an hour. 


| And | 


ROBIN HOOD. 5 
And as we were going towards the green bower, 
Two hundred good bucks we eſpy'd; 


She choſe out the fatteſt that was in the herd, 


And ſhe ſhot him thro? fide and ſide. 
By the faith of my body, faid bold Robin Hood, 


I never ſaw woman like thee ; 


f And com'ſt thou from eaſt, or comꝰſt thou from weſt, | 


Thou need'ſt not beg ven'fon of me. 


However along to my bower you ſhall go, 
And taſte of a foreſter's meat; 

And when we come thither, we found as good cheve; 
As any man needs for to eat. 


For there was hot veniſon, and «warden pies cold, 
Cream clouted, and honey-combs plenty ; 

And the ſervitors they were, beſides Little John, 

| Good yeomen at leaſt four and twenty. 


Clorinda ſaid, tell me your name, gentle fir ; 
„nd he faid, *tis bold Robin Hood ; 
vire Gamewell's my uncle, but all my delight 
Is to dwell in the merry Sheerwood ; 


For *tis a fine life, and void of all ſtrife. 
So *tis, fir, Clorinda reply'd. 

But oh! ſaid bold Robin, how ſweet would it be, 
If Clorinda would be my bride ! 


She bluſh'd at the motion ; yet after a pauſe, 
Said, yes, fir, and with all my heart: 

Then let us ſend for a prieſt, ſaid Robin Hood, 
And be married before we do part. 

But ſhe ſaid, it may not be ſo, gentle firs 
For I muſt be at Titbury feaſt ; 

And if Robin Hood will go hither with me, 

I'll make him the moſt welcome gueſt. | 

Said Robin Hood, reach me that buck, Little John;/ 
For I'll go along with my dear; 

And bid my yeomen kill fix brace of bucks, 


And meet ine to-morrow juſt here. 4 
| B. 3 Before 
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Before he had ridden five Staffordſhire . 
Eight yeomen that were too bold, 


Stand by me, and we'll beat them all. 


Then both drew their ſwords, and ſo cut em and 


That five of the eight did fall. [faſh'd *em, 


The three that remain'd call'd to Robin for quarter, 


And pitiful John begg'd their lives, 


When John's boon was granted, he gave them good 
And ſo ſent them home to their wives, [counſel, 


This battle was fought near to Titbury town, 
When the bag-pipes baited the bull ; 


I'm the king of the fidlers, and I ſwear 5 tis a truth 3 


And I call him that doubts it a gull; '_ 


| For I ſaw them fighting, and fidled the while; 


And Clorinda ſung, ** Hey derry down 


The bumkins are beaten ; put up thy ſword, bob; 8 


cc And now let's dance into the town.?? 


Before we came in we heard a great ſhouting, 


And all that were in it look'd madly! 
For ſome were a bull back, ſome dancing a morrice, 
And ſome ſinging Arthur a-Bradley. 


And there we ſaw Thomas, our juſtice 'sclerk, 
And Mary to whom he was kind ; 


For Tom rode before her, and calld Mary, madam, i 


And kiſs'd her full ſweetly behind; 


And ſo may your worſhips. But we went to dinner, 


With Thomas and Mary, and Nan; 


They all drank a health to Clorinda, and told her, 


Bold Robin Hood was a fine man. 


When dinner was ended, fir Roger the parſon 


Of Dubbridge was ſent for in haſte ;_ 


He brought his maſs- book, and bid them take hands, ' 
And he join d them in , full faſt. 


Bid bold Robin Hood ſtand, and deliver his dean | 
A truer tale never was told. 


I will not, faith, ſaid bold Robin: Come, john, 


And 


ROBIN HOOD. #5 


And then as bold Robin Hood and his ſweet bride | 


Went hand in hand unto the green bower, 


1 The birds ſang with pleaſure in merry 8 


And it was a moſt Joyful hour. 


And when Robin came in fight of the bower, 


Where are my yeomen ? ſaid he: 


a And Little John anſwer'd, lo, yonder oy dana. 


All under a green wood- tree. 

Then a garland they brought her by two and by two, 
And placed it on the bride's head: 

The muſic ſtruck up, and we all fell to dancing, 
*T111 the bride and the groom were a-bed. 

And what they did there muſt be counſel to me, 
Becauſe they lay long the next day; 

And I made haſte home; but I got a good ag 
Of bride cake, and ſo came away, 

Now out, alas! I had forgotten to tell ye, 
That married they were with a ring ; 

And ſo will Nan Knight, or be bury'd «maiden; 31 
And now let us pray ſor the king, 8 

That he may get children, and they may get a more, 
To govern and do us ſome 

Then I'll make ballads i in Robin Hood's bower, 
And fing them in merry Sheerwood. 


11. 


Robin Hood's progres 2 Werne uns, in which 
he flew Fi ifteen Fi oreſters. - 


OBIN HOOD was a tall n mas, | 
Derry, derry down, 
And Robin Hood was a proper young man, 1 65 
Of courage ſtout and bold. IJ 


Hey down, derry, derry down, en 
B 4 Robin 
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Robin Hood went unto fair Nottingham, 
With the general for to dine; 

There was he aware of fifteen foreſters 
Drinking beer, ale, and wine, 


What news? what news? ſaid bold Robin Hood, 


What news fain would'ſt thou know r 
Our king has provided a ſhooting match, 
And I'm ready with my bow. 


We hold it in ſcorn, ſaid the fifteen foreſters, 
That ever a boy fo young 

| Should bear a bow before our king, 
That's not able to draw one ſtring. 


III hold you twenty marks, ſaid bold 1 Hood, 


By the leave of our lady, . 


That Pl hit the mark an hundred rod, 
And ll cauſe a hart to die. 


We'll hold you twenty marks then, aid the foreflers 
By the leave of our lady, e 

Thou hit not the mark, an hundred rod, 
Nor cauſe the hart to die. 


Robin Hood he bent up a noble 2504 how, 
And a broad arrow he let fly : 

He hit the mark an hundred rod, 
And cauſed an hart to die. 


Some ſay he broke ribs one or two, 
And ſome ſay he broke three; _ 
The arrow in the hart would not abide, 

But glanc'd in two or three. 


The hart did ſkip; and the hart did leap, 
And the hart lay on the ground; . * 
The wager is mine, ſaid Robin Hood, 
If it were for a thouſand pounds. 


The wager is none of thine, ſaid the Foreſters; 
Altho' thou be'ſt in haſte, + ow 
Take up thy bow and get thee hence, 


n we thy ſides ſhould Paſte. 1 
Robin 


A 


$1 


80 


ROBIN HOOD- 
Robin Hood took up his noble good e 
And his broad arrows all amain; 


And Robin being pleas'd, began to ſmile. 
As he went over the plain. 


Then Robin he bent his noble good bow, 
And his broad arrows he let fly, 

Till fourteen of the fifteen foreſters 
Upon the ground did lie. 


He that did the quarrel firſt begin,. 
Went tripping over the plain : 

But Robin Hood bent his noble good bow, 
And fetch'd him back again. 


ds 


You ſaid, I was no archer, ſaid. Robin Hood: 
But ſay ſo now- again ; 
With that he ſent another arrow after him, 
, Which ſplit his head in twain. 


You have found me an archer, ſays bold Robin Hood, 
Which will make your wives to wring, 

And wiſh you had never ſaid the word, 
That I could not have drawn one ſtring. 


The people that did live in fair N nn, 
Came running out amain, 


8 to have taken bold Robin Hood,, 
With the foreſters that were ſlain. 


Some loſt legs and ſome loſt arms, 
And ſome did loſe their blood: 

But Robin he took up his noble good bows. 
And is gone to the merry green wood. 


They carried their foreſters to fair Nottingham, 
As many there did know, 

They digg'd them graves in their church- yard, 
And they 8 them all on a row. 195 Fe 


. 
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TIE. _ 
b Robin Hood and the folly Pindar of Wakefold. 7 
1 1 N Wakefield there lives a jolly pindar, e H: 
1 In Wakefield all on the green, =. 
1 In Wakefield all on the green: Ih 
|| There is neither knight nor *fquire, ſaid the pindar, | 
E Nor baron ſo bold, | Ar 
Nor baron ſo bold, | 0 
Dare make a treſpaſs to the town of Wakefield, O0 
£ But his pledge goes to the pinfold, : 
But his pledge goes to the pinfold. T} 
All this he heard three witty young men, = 
"Twas Robin Hood, Scarlet, and John; = bt; 
With that they eſpy'd the jolly pindar | 0 
As he ſat under a thorn. | T 


Now turn again, now turn again, ſaid the pindar, 
For a wrong way you have gone; 


For you have forſaken the king's ads 
And made a path over the corn. | 
O that were a ſhame, ſaid jolly Robin: 
We being three, and thou but one. 
The pindar leap'd back then thirty good foot, 
was thirty good foot and one, 
le lean'd his back falt to a thorn, Wo 
And his foot againſt a tone, " 
And there he fought a long ſummer's day, 5 | 
And a ſummer's day fo Jong. 


At 


Till that their ſwords in their broad bucklers As 

_— Were broken faſt. in their hands. 5 
1 Hold thy hand, hold thy hand, ſaid bold Robin Hoods Bo] 
And my merry men every one; [ 
For this is one of the beſt pindars, —_ An 
| That ever I try'd with a ſword,  *” s 8 
And wilt thou now forſake thy pindar's craſt, Th 
And live in ha green wood with me 2- | XI 
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At Michaelmas next my covenant come out, 
When every man gathers his fee, 

Then 1711 Kan blue blade in my hand, 
And plod to N e green wood with thee. 

Ha'ſt either meat or drink, ſaid Robin Hood, 
For my merry men and me? 

I have both bread and beef, ſaid the pindar, 
And good ale of the belt ; 

And that's good meat enough, ſaid Robin Hood, 
For ſuch unbidden greſts. 

O wilt thou forſake thy pindar's craft, 
And go to the green wood with me ? 


Thou ſhalt have a livery twice in a year, 
The one green and the other brown. 

If Michaelmas once was come and gone, 
And my maſter had paid me my fee,, 

Then would I ſet as little by him, 
As my maſter doth by me. 


. 
Robin Hood and the Biſhop. 
OME gentlemen all, and liſten a-while,. 


Why a hey down, down, and a down, _ 


"And a ſtory to you I'll unfold ; 
PII tell you how Robin Hood ſerved the biſhop,. 


When he robbed him of his gold. 


As it fell out on a ſun-ſhining day, 
When Phœbus was in his prime, 
Bold Robin Hood, that archer good, 
In mirth would ſpend ſome time. 


And as he walked the foreſt along, 


Some paſtime for to ſpy, 
There he was aware of a. proud biſhop, 


And of all his company. oP 1 80 By 
| B 6 2 
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O what ſhall I do ſaid Robin Hood then. 
If the biſhop he doth take me ? 

No mercy he'll ſhow. unto me I know : 
Therefore away I'll flee. 


Then Robin was ſtout, and turn'd him about, 
And a little houſe there he did ſpy ; 

And to an old wife, to ſpare his * 
He aloud began to cry. 


Why, who art thou ? ſaid the old woman, 
Come tell to me for good; 

I am an outlaw, as. many do know ; ; 
My name, it is Robin Hood, 

And yonder's the biſhop and all his men: 
And if that I taken be, 

Then day and night he'll work my ſpite, 
And hanged 1 mall be: 


If thou be Robin Hood, ſaid the old woman, 


As thou doſt ſeem to be, 


I'II for thee provide, thy perſon to hide 


From the biſhop and his company.. 


For I remember one Saturday night, 


Thou brougit'ſt me both {hoes and hoſe ; 
Therefore I'll provide thy perſon to hide, 
And keep thee from thy foes, © 


Then give me ſoon my coat of grey, 
And take thou my mantle of green: 

Thy ipindle of twine unto me reſign, 
And take thou my arrows ſo keen. 


And when Robin Hood was thus array'd, 
He went ſtrait to his company, 


With his ſpindle and twine he oft? looks behind 


For the biſnop and his company. 


O whois yonder, quoth Little John, 


That now comes over the lee? 
An arrow at her I will let fly, 
80 like an old witch looks ſhe, £1 
Hold 


T] 


Re 
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Hold thy hand, hold thy hand, ſaid Robin Hood then» 
And ſhoot not thy arrows ſo keen : 


I am Robin Hood thy maſter good, 
As quickly ſhall be ſeen. 


The biſhop he came to the old woman's houſe, 
And called with a furious mood, 
Come let me ſee, and bring unto me 
That traytor Robin Hood. 
The old woman ſhe ſet on a milk-white ſeed, 
Himſelf on a dapple grey, 
And fot joy he had got Robin Hood, 
He went laughing all the way. 


But as they were riding the foreſt along, 
The biſhop he chanc'd for to ſee 

A hundred brave bowmen, ſtout and bold, 
Stand under the green-wood tree. 


O who is yonder, the biſhop then ſaid, 
That's ranging within yonder wood; 

Marry, ſays the old woman, I think it. "be. 
A man called Robin Hood. 


Why, who art thou, the biſhop he ſaid,. 
Which I have here with me? 


Why I am a woman thou cuckoldly biſhop, 


Lift up my leg,. and ſee. 


Then woe is me, the biſhop he ſaid, 
That ever I ſaw this day : 

He turn'd him about but Robin Hood ſtout 
Call d to him and bid him ſtay. 

Then Robin took hold of the. biſhop's horſe, 
And tied him faſt to a tree; 

Then little John ſmil'd his maſter upon, 
For joy of his company.. 

Robin Hood took his mantle from his back, . 
And ſpread it upon the ground, 

And out of the biſhop's portmanteau he 
- Boon told five hundred pound. i 


Now 
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Now let him go, faid Robin Hood; 
Said little — that muſt not be, 


For I vow and proteſt he ſhall fing us a maſs, 
Before that he goes from me, 


'Then Robin Hood took the biſhop by the band, 
And bound him faſt to a tree, | 

And made him ſing a maſs, God wot, 
To him and his yeomandree. 


And then they brought him through the wood, 
And ſet him on his dapple grey, 


And give him the tail within his hand, 


And bid him for Robin Hood pray. 


Robin Hood. and the Butcher. 


OME all you brave gallants, and liſten a- while 


With a hey down, down, and a down, 
That are this bower within : 


For of bold Robin Hood that archer good, 


A ſong I intend to ſing. 


Upon a time it chanced ſo, 


Bold Robin in the foreſt did oy 
A jolly butcher with a fine mare, 
With his fleſh to the market did hye. 


Good morrow, good fellow, ſaid jolly Robin, 
What food haſt thou f tell unto me; 
T hy trade to me tell, and where thou doſt duell, 
or [like well thy company. 2 


The butcher he anſwer'd jolly Robin, 


No matter where I dwell; 
For a butcher am, and to Nottingham 
I am going my fleſh to ſell. | 


What's the price of thy fleſh, ſaid jolly Robin, 


Come tell it unto me; 


And the price of thy mare, be ſhe ever ſo dear, 


= * a — I faia would be. . 
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The price of my fleſh, the butcher reply'd, 
I fron will tell unto thee; 


With my bonny mare, and they are not too deu, . 


Four marks thou muſt give unto me, 


Four marks I will give thee, ſaid jolly Robin, 


Four marks it ſhall be thy fee; 
The money come count and let me mount, 
For a butcher I fain would be. 


Now Robin he 1s to Nottingham gone, 
His butcher's trade to begin; | 
With a good intent to the ſheriff he went 

And there he took up his inn. 


When other butchers did open their ſhops, 
Bold Robin he then begun ; 

But how for to fell he knew not well, 
For a butcher he was but young. 


When the other butchers no meat could ſell, 


Robin he got both gold and fee : 
For he ſold more meat for one penny, 
Then others could do for three. 


But when he ſold his meat fo faſt, 
No butcher by him could thrive; 
For he ſold more meat fur one penny, 
Then others could do for five, 
Which made the butchers of r 
To ſtudy as they did ſtand, 
Saying, ſurely he was ſome prodigal, 
8 That had ſold his father's land. 


The butchers ſtepp'd up to jolly Robin, 
Acquainted with him to be ; 


Come brother, one ſaid, we be all of one trade, 


Come will you go dine with me ? 
Accurs'd be his heart, ſaid jolly Robin, 
Fhat a butcher will deny ; 
Iwill e you, 2 en true, 
as I ean hie. 
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But when they to the ſheriff's houſe came, 
To dinner they hied apace ; 
And Robin Hood he the man muſt be 
Before them all to ſay grace. 
Pray God bleſs us all, faid jolly Robin, 
And our meat within this placę; 5 
A cup of ſack ſo good will nouriſh our blood, ; 
And ſo I end my grace. | 
Come fill us more wine, ſaid jolly Robin, 
Let's be merry while we ſtay, 
For wine and good chear, be it ever ſo dear, 
I vow I the reck*ning will pay. 
Come brothers, be merry, ſaid jolly Robin, 
Let's drink, and ne'er give o'er; 
For the ſhot I will pay, e'er I go my way, 
If it coſts me five pounds, or more, 
This is a mad blade, the butchers then ſaid, 
Says the ſheriff, he's ſome prodigal, 
That ſome land has ſold for filver and gold, 
And now he doth mean to ſpend all. 


HFaſt thou any horned beaſts, ſaid the ſheriff, 

Good fellow, to ſell to me? 

Yes, that l have, good maſter ſheriff, 
T have hundreds two or three.. 

And a hundred acres of good free land, 
If you pleaſe it for to fee ; 

And I'll make you as good aſſurance of i it, 

As ever my father did me. 


The ſheriff he ſadd led his 
And took three hundre 


ood palfrey, 
pounds in gold, 


And away he went with Robin Hood, 
His horned beaſts to behold. 


Away then the ſheriff and Robin did ride. 
To the foreſt of merry Sheerwood, 
Then the ſheriff did ſay, God preſerve us this * 
From a man they call n Hood. 
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But when a little farther they came, 
Bold Robin he chanc'd to *ſpy 
An hundred head of good fat deer 
Come tripping the ſheriff full nigh, 
How like you my horned beaſts, good maſter ſheriff ? 
They be fat and fair to ſee. 
I tell thee, good fellow, I would I were gone, 
For I like not thy company. 
Then Robin ſet his horn to his mouth, 
And blew out blaſts three ; - 
Then quickly anon there came Little Joan, 
And all his company. | 
What is your will, maſter, then faid Little John, 
I pray come tell unto me? _ 
I have brought hither the ſheriff of Nottingham, 
This day to dine with thee. 
He is welcome to me then, ſaid Little John, 
T hope he will honeſtly pay; 
I know he has gold, if it were but well told, 
Will ſerve us to drink a whole day. 
Then Robin took his mantle from his back, 
And laid it upon the ground; _ 
And out of the ſheriff's portmanteny he 
Soon told five hundred pound. 
Then Robin he brought him through the wood, 
And ſet him on his dapple grey; 
O have me commended to your wife at home, 
So Robin went laughing . 


V . 
Robin Hood and the Tanner. 


1” Nottingham there liv'd a jolly tanner, 
| With a hey down, down, and a down, 
His name is Arthur-a-Bland ; 
There is never a ſquire in Nottinghamſhire, 
Dare * bid bold Arthuy to ſand. | 
With 
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With a long ſtaff upon his ſhoulder, 


So wel! he can clear his way; 


By two and by three he made them to flee, I c: 
For he hath no liſt to tay, N 
And as he went forth one ſummer's morning, Ihe 
Into the foreſt of merry Sheerwood, A 
'To view the red deer, that run here nd there, He 
There he met bold Robin Hood, 1 
As ſoon as bold Robin did him eſpy, | Iy 
Hie thought the ſame ſport would make, 8 
Therefore out of hand he bid him to ſand, Far 
And thus unto him did ſpake, | N 
Why, who art thou, thou bold fellow, " [But 
That rangeſt ſo boldly here? | B 
In ſooth, to be brief, thou look'ſt like a thief, For 
That comes to ſteal our king's deer, F. 
For I am a keeper in this foreſt, II pa 
The king puts me in truſt; | M 
To look to the deer, that runs here and there; FEigl 
Therefore ſtop thee I muſt, NVP 
If thou be'ſt a keeper in this foreſt, Ihe 
And haſt ſuch a great command, B 
Vet you muſt have more partakers in ſtore, I But 
Before you make me to ſtand. | B. 
No, I have no more partakers in ſtore, The: 
Or, any that I do need; A 
But I have a itaff of another oak craft, Tha 
I know it will do the deed. * 
For thy ſword and thy bow I care not a ſtraw, The 
Nor all thy arrows to boot, | A 
If thou get'ſt a knack upon thy bare ſcop, The! 
Thou can'ſt as well ſh—t as ſhoot. PET 
Speak cleanly, good fellow, ſaid jolly Robin, And 
And give better terms unto me? Li 
Elſe 111 thee correct for thy neglect, Striv 
And make thee more mannerly. | Le 
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Marry gap with a wanton, quoth Arthur-a-Bland, 
Art thou ſuch a goodly man ? | 


I care not a fig for thy looking ſo big, 
Mend yourſelf where you can. 


Then Robin Hood unbuckled his belt, 
And laid down his how ſo long: 

He took up a ſtaff of another oak craft 
That was both ſtiff and ſtrong, 


I yield to thy weapon ſaid jolly Robin, 
Since thou wilt not yeild to mine: 

Far I have a ſtaff of another craft, 
Not half a foot longer than thine, 


But let me meaſure, ſaid jolly Robin, 
Before we begin the pray ; 

For I will not have mine to be longer than thine, 
For that will be counted foul play. 


I paſs not for length, bold Arthur reply'd, 
My ſtaff is of oak ſo free; 
Eight feet and a half, it will knock down a calf, 
And I hope it will knock down thee. 
Then Robin could no longer forbear, 
But gave him a very good knock; 
But quickly and ſoon the blood it ran down, 
Before it was ten of the clock. 


Then Arthur ſoon recov'd himſelf, 
And gave him a knock on the crown, _ 
That from every fide of Robin Hood's he ad 
The blood ran trickling down. 


Then Robin Hood raged like a wild boar, 
As ſoon as he ſaw his own blood. 

 UThen Bland was in haſte, he laid on fo faſt, 
If he had been cleaving of wood. 


I And about, and about, and about they went, 
Like two wild boars in a chace, | 
Striving to aim each other to maim, 
Leg, arm, or = other place. o 
n 
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And knock for knock they luſtily dealt, 
Which held for two hours or more ; 


That all the wood rang at every bang, 
They ply'd their work ſo fore. 


Fold thy hand, hold thy hand, ſaid Robin Hood, 
And let our quarrel fall ; 
For here we may thraſh our bones all t to maſh, 

And get no coin at all. | 


And in the foreſt of merry Sheerwood 
Hereafter thou ſhalt be free: 


God ha' mercy for nought, my freedom I bought, | 


I may thank my good ſtaff, and not thee. 


What tradeſman art thou, ſaid jolly Robin, 
Good fellow, I prithee me ſhow? _ 


And alſo me tell, in what place you dwell? 


For both of theſe fain would | know, 


Iam a tanner, bold Arthur reply'd, 

In Nottingham long have I wrought ; 
And if thou'lt come there, I vow and ſwear, 
Pl tan your hide for nought. 


God a-mercy, good fellow, ſaid jolly Robin, 

Since thou art ſo kind and free, 

And if thou wilt tan my hide for sankt, 
PlI do as much for the. 

And if thon wilt forſake thy tanner's trade, 
To live in green wood with me. | | 

My name is Robin Hood, I ſwear by the wood, 
To give thee both gold and fee. 

If thou be Robin Hood, bold Arthur reply'd, 
As I think well thou art, 

Then here's my hand, my name's Arthur-a-Bland; 
We two will never part. 

But tell me, O tell me, where is Little John, 

Of him I fain would hear; 

For we are ally*d by the mother's fide, 
" _ he 1 is my kiniman dear. | 


Then! 
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Then Robin Hood blew on his bugle horn, 85 
He blew both loud and ſhrill; 


And quick and anon, he ſaw Little Joan, | 
Come tripping over the hill. 


O what is the matter? then ſaid Little john, 
Matter I pray you tell ; 

Why do you itand with your ſtaff in your Hanes 3 
I fear all is not well, 


O man I do ſtand, and he makes we to ſtand, 
The tanner that ſtands by my fide; 

He is a bonny blade and matter of his trade, 
For has ſoundly tann'd my hide. 

He is to be commended, then ſaid Little John, 
If he ſuch a feat can do; 

If he be ſo ſtout, we will have a "oy 
And he ſhall tan my hide too. 


Hold thy hand, hold thy hand, ſaid Robin Hood, 
For, as I do underfiand, 

He's a yeoman good of thy own blood, 
For his name 1s Arthur-a-Bland. 


Then Little John threw his ſtaff away, 


As far as he could fling, 
And ran out of hand to Arthur-a-Bland, 
And about his neck did cling. 


With loving reſpect, there was no negle, 
They were neither nice nor coy ; 

Each other did face with a lovely grace, 
And both did weep for joy. 


Then Robin Hood took them both by the hands, 
And danced about the oak tree, | 
For three merry men, and three merry men, 0 

And three merry men we be. | 


And ever hereafter, as long as we live, 
We three will be as one: ” 
The wood it ſhall ring, and the old wife ing, 
Of Robin Hood, Arthur, and John. | 
| VII. "Robin 
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Robin Hood and the jolly Tinker. 
N "REIN time, when leaves grow green, 
And birds ſing on every tree, 


Robin Hood went to Nottingham, 
As faſt as he could dre. 


And as he came to Nottingham, 
A tinker he did meet, 

And ſeeing him a luſty blade, 
He did him kindly greet : 


Where doſt thou dwell ? quoth Robin Hood, 
I pray thee now me tell ; 

Sad news I here there 1s abroad, 
I fear all is not well. | 


What is that news ? the tinker ſaid, 
Tell me without delay; 

I am a tinker by wy trade, 

And do live at Banbury. 

As for the news, quoth Robin Hood, 

It is but as J hear, 

Two tinkers were ſet in the ſtocks, 
For drinking ale and beer. 


If that be all, the tinker ſaid, 
As I may ſay to you, 1 

" Your news is not worth a fart, 
Since that they all be true. 


For drinking of good ale and beer, 
Tou will not looſe your part. 
No, by my faith, 177 uoth Robin Hood, 

I love it with all my heart, 
What news abroad ? quoth Robin Hood, 
Tell me what thou doſt hear; 

Seeing thou'go'ſt from town to town, 

5 85255 news — need' ſt not fear. 
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All the news I have, the tinker faid 8 
I hear it is for good, 


It is to ſeek a bold outlaw, 
Which they call Robin Hood. 


I have a warrant from the king, 
To take him where Ican; 

If you can tell me where he his, 
I will make you a man. 


The king would give an hundred pounds, 
That he,could but him fee : 

And if we can but now him get, 
It will ſerve thee and me, 


Let me ſee the warrant, ſaid Robin Hood, 
I will ſee if it be right, 

And I will do the beſt I can 
For to take him this night. 

That will I not, the tinker ſaid, 
None with it will J truſt ; . 

And where he 1s if you'll not tell, EN 
Take him by force I muſt. Ne 


But Robin Hood perceiving well 
How then the game would go, 

If you would go to Nottingham, 
We thall find him I know, + 


A crab-tree ſtaff the tinker had, 
Which was both good and ſtrong, 

Robin he had a good ſtrong blade 3 
So they went both along. 


And when they came to Nottingham, 
There they took up their inn; 
And they calPd for ale and wine, 
To drink it was no fin. _ 


Zut ale and wine they drank ſo faſt, 
That the tinker he forgot, 
hat thing he was about to do, 
" fell ſo to his lot's-.- | 


all That 
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That, while the tinker fell Og. 
Robin made haſte away, 


And left the tinker 1n the lurch, 
For the great ſhot to pay. 


But when the tinker did awake, 

And ſaw that he was gone, 

He call'd out then for the hoſt, 
And thus he made his moan. 


1 had a warrant from the 5 
Which might have done me good, 

This 3 is to ſeek a bold outlaw, 
Some call him Robin Hood. 


But now the warrant and money is gone, 
Nothing I have to pay; 
And he that promiſed to be my friend, 
Is gone and fled away. 
That friend, you ſpeak of, ſaid the hoſt, 
They call him Robin Hood; 
And hes that he firſt met with you, 
He meant you little good. 


Had I but known it had been he, = 
When that I had him here, 


I be one of us ſhould have try'd our might mY 


Which ſhould have paid full dear, 


In the mean time I will away, 
No longer here VIl abide, 

But I will go and ſeek him out, 
Whatever me betide., 


But one thing I would gladly know, 
What here I have to pay: 

Ten ſhillings juſt, then ſaid the hoſt, 
PII pay you without delay. 


Or elſe take here my working bag, _ 
| And my good hammer too, | 
And if I light but on the knave, 
Te wy then ſoon pay you. 
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The only way, then ſaid the hoſt, 
And not to ſtand in fer, 

[s to ſeek him among the parks, 
Killing of the king's deer. 

The tinker-he then went with ſpeed, 
And made them no delay, 

Till he had found bold Robin Hood, 
'That they might have a fray. 

At laſt he *ſpy'd him in a park, 
Hunting then of the deer. | 

What knave is that, quoth Robin Hood, 

That doth come me ſo near? 


No knave, no knave, the tinker ſaid, 


And that you ſoon ſhall know, 
Whether of us has done any wrong, 
My crab-tree ſtaff ſhall ſhow. 


Then Robin drew his gallant blade, 


Made then of truſty ſteel : 
Zut the tinker he laid on ſo faſt, 
That he made Robin reel, 


| Then Robin's anger did ariſe, 


He fought right manfully, 
Until he had made the tinker 
Then almoſt fit to fly. 


Wich that they lay'd about again, 


And ply'd their wepons faſt; 
The tinker thraſh'd his bones ſo ſore, 
That he made him yield at laſt. 


A boon, a boon, then Robin cry'd, 


If thou will grant it me: 


I Before I do it, the tinker ſaid, 


P11 hang thee on this tree. 


5 But the tinker looking him about, | 


Thd 


"= 


Robin his horn did blow: 
Then came unto him Little John,  ' 
And Will. Scarlet alſo. A OG 
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What is the matter? quoth Little John, - 

You ſit on the highway ſide; | | 

Here 1s a tinker that ſtands by, r —＋ 
That hath well paid my hide. 55 


What tinker then, ſaid Little John, 
Fain that HAde would ] lee, 

And I would try what J can do, 
Tf he'll do as much for me. 


But Robin then he wiſh'd them both 
They would the quatrel ceaſe, 
That henceforth we may be as one, 
And ever live in peace. 


And for the jovial tinker's part, 

A hundred pounds I give 

In a year to maintain him on, 
As long as he doth live. 


— 


In manhood he isa mettled man, 
And a metal man by trade; 
Never thought I that any man 
Should have made me ſo afraid. 


And if he will be one of us, 
We will take all one fare, 2585 
And whatſoever we do get, 
He ſhall have his full ſhare, 


So the tinker he was content | g 

With them to go along, 3 . Rs 
And with them a part to Wes 9452359 £2 
[ And ſo I end my ſong. „ h I} 
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Robin Hood and Allen-a-Date. | 5 


N OME liſten to me, you gallants ſo free, e 
All you that love mirth for to oy” * 0. 
And I will tell you of a bold outlaw, 
That lived in Nottinghamſhire. 


" So.” oo So oy. LOT 


by 
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As Robin Hood in the foreſt ſtood, 
All under the green-wood tree, 

There was he aware of a brave young man, 
As fine as fine could be. 


The youngſter was cloathed in ſcarlet red, 
In ſcarlet fine and gay; 

And he did friſk it over the plain, 
And chaunted a round- de- lay. 


As Robin Hood next morning ſtood 
Amongſt the leaves ſo gay, 
There did he ſpy the ſame young man 
Come drooping along the way, - 


The ſcarlet he wore the day before, 
It was clean calt away; 

And at every ſtep he ferch'd a hgh, 
Alack and a well a-day! 


Then ſtep'd forth brave Little John, 
And Midge the milier's ſon, 
Which made the young man bend his bow, 
When as he ſee them come, 


Stand off, ſtand off, the young man ſaid, 
What 1s your will with me? 

You muſt come before our maiter ſtrait, 
Under yon green-wood tree. 


And when he came boid Robin before, 
Robin aſk'd him courteouſly, 

O haſt thou any money to ſpare, 

For my merry men and me? 


I have no money, the young man ſaid, 
But five ſhillings and a ring; 
And that I have Laps this ſeven long 7 
Jo have it at my wedding. 
Yeſterday I ſhould have a. maid, _ 
But ſhe ſoon from me was ta'en, | 
And choſen to be an old knight's delight, 


Wenn my poor heart is ſlain, 
C 4 


. > 
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| What i is thy name ? then ſaid Robin Hood, 
Come tell me without any fail. 
| By the faith of my body, then ſa:d the young many | 
| My name it is Allen-a-Dale. 
What wilt thou give me, ſaid Robin Hood, 
In ready gold, or fee, | 
To help thee to thy true love again, 
And deliver her up to thee ? | 


I have no money, then quoth the young man, 
No ready gold or fee, 

Bot I will ſwear upon a book, 
Thy true ſervant to be. 

How many miles is it to thy true love ? 
Come tell me without any guile; =. 
By the faith of my body, then ſaid the young man, 
It is but five little miles. 


Then Robin he haſted over the plain, 
Ne did neither ſtint or lint, 

Until he came unto the church | 
Where Allen ſhould keep his wedding. 


What haſt thou here, the biſhop then ſaid, 
I prithee now tell unto me ? | 
I am a bold harper, quoth Robin Hood, 


And the belt in the north country. 


O welcome, O welcome, the biſhop then ſaid, 

That muſic belt pleaſeth me. 

Vou ſhall have no muſic, quoth Robin Hood, 
t; Till the bride and the bridegroom I ſee. 


With that came in a wealthy knight, 
Which was both grave and old? 


And after him a fimikin laſs 
Did ſhinelike the glittering gold. 


rns! is not a fit watch, quoth bold Robin Fidod, 
T bat you do ſcem to make here, 


{4 


Vor ſencè we are come into the church. 
The bride ſhall chuſe her own dear. 
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Then Robin Hood put his horn to his 22200 
And blew out blaſts two or three : 

Then four and twenty bowmen bold 

Came leaping over the le. 


And when they came into the church- yard, 
Marching all on a row, 

The firſt man was Allen-a-Dale, 
To give bold Robin his bow. 


This is thy true love, Robin he ſaid, 
Young Allen as I hear ſay, 

And you ſhall be marry'd at the ſame time; 
Before we depart awayx. 


That ſhall not be, the biſnop he ſaid; 
For thy word mall not ſtand; 
They ſhall be three times aſk'd in the church, 
As the law is of our land. | 


Robin Hood pull'd off the biſhop? s coat, - 
And put it upon Little John; 
By the faith of my body, then Robin he ſaid, 


* 
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This cloth doth make thee a man, 1 N 4 
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When Little John went to the choir, 
The people began to laugh ; 

He aſk'd them ſeven times in the church, 
Leaſt three times ſhould not be dea. 


Who gives this maid, ſaid Little John? | F-* 
Quoth Robin Hood, that do I, 
And he that takes her from Alena. 


Full dearly ſhall her by. 


And thus having ended this! mer ry wedding, 515 


The bride ſhe look 'd like a queen ; | 
And ſo they return'd to the merry green wood,. 4 
Amongſt the r fo N 
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3 
Robin Hood and the Shepherd. 


a gentlemen, and yeomen good, 
I wit: you to draw near; 
For a 18 of bold Robin Hood 
Onto you Iwill declare. 


As Robin Hood walked the forel along, 
Some paltime for to 'ſpy, 

There he was aware of a ATK ſhepherd, | 
That on the ground did ies. .., 


Afi; ariſe, ſaid jolly Robin, 


And now come let me ſee , 
What's in thy bag and bottle, I ſay? ? 
Come tell it unto me. 


What's that to thee, thou proud fellow 2 


Tell me as I do ſtand ; 


What haſt thou to do with my bottle and bag? ug 


Let me ſee thy command. 
/ My My ſword that hangeth by. my fide, | 


s my command, I know; 
Goals let me taſte of thy bottle, 
Or it may breed thee woe. 


The devil a drop, thou proud fellow: 
Of my bottle thou ſhalt ſee, 

Until thy valour here be try'd, 
Whether thou'lt fight or flee, 


What ſhall we fight for ? aid Robin Hood, ik 


Come tell it unto me : 


Here's twent 7 pounds in good 1 red Sold, - 155 
t ; 


Win it and take it thee, _ 


The ſhe herd ſtood all in amaze, 
And knew not what to ſay; 

I have no money, thou proud fellow, 
Hut bag and bottle I will lay. | 
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I am content, thou ſhepherd ſwain, 
F ling them down on the ground; 3 


But it will breed thee mickle pain, 
To win my twenty pound. 


Come draw thy ſword, thou proud fellow, 
That ſtandeſt too long to prate;z - .. 

'This hook of mine ſhall let thee know, 
A coward I do hate. | 


So they fell to it full hard and be, | 
It was on a ſummer” s day, HE” 
From ten to four in the afternoon |. 5 
The ſhepherd held him in play. 5 


Robin's buckler prov'd his chief defence, 
And ſav'd him many a bang, 
For every, blow the ſhepherd truck 

Made Robin's ſword cry twang. . 


Many a ſturdy blow the ſhepherd gave, | 
And that bold Robin found, 5 
Till the blood ran trickling ae, 
Then he fell to the ground.” ,_ 

Ariſe, ariſe, thou proud fellow, . 1 ad 
And thou malt have fair play, ; he. : 

If thou wilt yield: before thou 80% „ 
That | have Won the day, 


A boon, a boon, cry'd bold Robin, 233 
If chat a man thou be, „ 
Then let me have my bugle horn, 
And blow og dial but three.” | . 

Then ſaid the fhepherd, to bold Robin, 
Io that I Will agree; Ul 4; and) 

For if thou ſhould*it' blow til to morfow oo, t 
I ſcorn one foot to flee. eee eee 


Then Robin he ſet his horn to his mouth; © 


* 


a 4 9 
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And he blew with might and main, 1 141. 5 * 


Dutil! he ſpied Little Jhnhnnn 
1 trirping eos the plain. - as i "4 ty. 9117 


0 84 „ e 243%; N 1:48 1 
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Who is nia thou proud fellow, 
That comes down yonder hill ? . 


Yonder is John, bold Robin Hood's man, 


Shall fight with thee thy fill. 


What is the matter, ſaid Little John, 
| Maſter, come tell unto me :- + 
My caſe is ſad, ſaid: Robin Hood, x 
For the ſhepherd hath conquer'd me, 


| 1 am glad of that, eries Little John, 
Shepherd turn thou to me; 

For a bout with thee, I mean to have, 
Either come fight or flee. 


With all my heart, thou proud fellow, 
For it ſhall never be ſaid, 
That a ſhepherd's hook, at thy ſturdy : look 

Will one jot be diſmay'd. 


So they fell to it full hard arid ſore, "26 
Striving for victory. | 
Twill know, ſays John, e'er we give o er. 
Whether thou wilt fight or flee. 


The ſhepherd gave John a ſturdy blow, 
With the hook under his chinn 

Beſhrew thy heart, ſaid Little John 
Thou baſely doſt begin. 55 


| Nay, that is nothing, ſaid the thepherd, 
Either yield to, me the day, 1 
Or I will bang thee back and fide, . < 
Before thou goeſt ty way. 


What doſt thou think, thou proud fallow, | 


That thou can't conquer me? 
Nay, thou ſhalt know, are. I; 6. 


PII fight before Pl. flee. - wh viel A PF 


Again the ſhepherd. laid on bin, 
5 The ſhepherd he begunn 
Hold thy hand, cry!d jolly Robigs n: 
I will yield the | Wager WON. | 
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With all my heart ſaid Little John, g 1 


To that I will agree; 
For he is the flower of ſhepherd lain, 


The like I ne'er did ſee. 


Thus have you heard of Robin Hood. VE. 
Alſo of Little lohn! 25 
How a ſhepherd ſwain did conquer them, 
The like was never known, 


X. 1 
The famous Battle between Robin Hood and thr 
curtal Fryar, near Fountain-Dale. 
N ſummer time, when leaves grow green. | 
And flowers are freſh and gay, 1 


Robin Hood and his merry men 
Were all diſpos'd to play. 


Then ſome would leap, and ſome would run, 
And ſome would uſe artillery; | 
Which of you can a good bow ny 
A good archer to be ? 


Which of you can kill a buck ? 
Or, who can killa doe? 

Or who can kill a hart of Greece 
Five hundred foot him fro? ? 


Will. Scarlet, he did kill a buck, 
And Midge he did kill a doe; | 
And Little fobn kill'd a hart of Greece 
Five hundred foot him fro. 
God's bleſſing on thy heart, ſaid: Robin Hood,. [ 
That ſhot ſuch a ſhot for me; . 
I would ride my horſe an hundred miles, 
To find one could match thee. | 


That cauſed: Will. Scarlet to lang. 1 
He laughed full heartily: tr! 
There lives a fryar in . 4 11160 


Will. beat both him and thee. „ 
1 
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The curtal fryar in Fountain-abbey 
Well can a ſtrong bow draw, 
He will beat you and your yeomen, 
Set them all on a row. 


Robin Hood took a ſolemn oath, 
It was by Mary free, 
That he would neither eat or Mink, 
Till the fryar he did ſee. 


Robin Hood put on his harneſs good, 
And on his head a cap of ſteel, 
Broad ſword and buckler by his ſide, 
And they became him weel. 


He took his bow into his hand, 

It was of a truſty tree, 1.5 

With a ſheaf of arrows by his fide, | 
And to Fountain-dale went he. 


And coming to fair Fo untain-dale, 
No farther would he ride; 

There he was aware of a curtal fryar * 
Walking by the water ſide. 


The fryzr had on a harneſs good, nina 5 
And on his he? d a cap of iteel; 4 : oy 
Broad {word and buckler by his ide, gg 10 
And they became him Well... 
Robin Hood lighted: from off his horſe, | | 
And tied him te a thorn; + | 


Carry me dver the water thou curtal par, 4 ba, 
Or elſe thy life's forlern ban 21:7 


The fryar took Robin Hriod on his WH 

Deep water he did betidep 20 F 25 
And neither ſpoke good word nor bad,. 

ill he came on the other ide. ao ant 0 


Lightly ſtept Robin off the fryar” 5 back: PILES. f 
1 be fryar ſaid to him again, hu 15 

Carry me over the water, thou ine len, We, 11 7 
Or ĩt will breed thy > x 


#OBIN (HOOD. zz; 


Robin Hood toòk the fryar on his back, ES * 
Deep water he did betide ,. 15: 3 

And ſpoke neither good word nor bad, 1 
Till he came on the other fide. $3.03 bag 


Lightly leapt the fryar off Robin Hood's back, * 
Bold Robin ſaid to him again, 

Carry me over the water thou curtal far, 7 
Or it ſhall breed thee pain; * 


The fryar took Robin on his back ee, 
And ſtept up to his knee, N 
And 'till he came td the middle fream, | FO Nan 

Neither good nor bad ſpoke.he 5 5 #7 


And coming to the middle ftream, ' 
Then he threw Robin inn 
And chuſe thee, chuſe thee, fine fellow, 
Whether thou wilt ſink or ſwim. 
Robia Hood ſwam to buſh of broom, AMS: 
The fryar to the willow wand; 7 
Bold Robin Hood is gone to the bare. 
And took his bow 3 in his hand. 


One of the beſt arrows under bis delt = wn . WW 
To the fryar he let fly 1 Ma 40 
The curtal fryar with his ſteel bucklers - 
Did put his arrow, by,, 

Shoot on, ſhoot On,, thou fine Fen ge aii 1601] 
Shoot as thou haſt. begun. 
If thou ſhoot here a ſummer's days, iid all 


Thy mark I will not ſhun, 1% 5 aan inn 
Robin Hood ſhot on ſo paſſing well, 
Till his crrows all were gone; ry” 
They took their ſwards and fteel bucklers,. + ab 
And fought with might Aa f main. Py Oe 


From ten o'clock that very. day. LEE 

Till four in the afternoon, © ” 
Then Robin lood came on his kabel, e 
Of the fryar to beg NR e IF 22 e 


. 
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A boon, a boon, thou curtal fryar,, 1, Lt 
I beg it on my knee; 4 


Give me leave to ſet my horn to my mouth, 
And to blow blaſts three. 4 511 8. 
That Iwill do, ſaid the curtal fryar, 114814 
Of thy blaſts J have no doubt: 
I hope thou'tt blow ſo paſſing well. 
*Till both thy eyes drop out. E 


Robin Haod ſet his horn to his mouth, 
| And blew out blaſts three: 
0 Half an hundred yeomen, with: their bows bene, R133 
1 Came ranging over the le. 11 
|. Whoſe men are theſe, 772 the bar, E. 
That come ſo haſtil . | EGS L 
Thoſe are mine, ſaid 5-9 Hood, 5 . 
Fryar, what's that to thee? J of & 


A boon, a boon, faid the curtal fryar 
The like I gave to thee 3 '/ Fe 5 
Give me leave to ſet my fiſt to my mouth ER 1 . 
And to whute, whutes three. NY 
That will I do faid Robin Hot. 
Or elſe I were to blame; 5 
Three whutes in a fryar's fiſt © 


N 


= Would make me glad a fain. Fa 
LY The fryar he ſet his fiſt to his mouth; © p 
. And whuted him whutes three; 
I Half a hundred good bay _ 
| Came running over the 425 | 


Here is for every man a dog, Sag t 
And I myſelt for thee: r 
Nay, by my faith, ſaid Robin Na F 

Fryar, that may not Be. EL 


Two dogs at once to Robin did go: 
The one bebind, the other before; 

Robin Hood*s mantle of Lincoln- green, 
From off his back they, tre. 


Wo 


7 
1 -—þ 


4 
1 
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And whether his men ſhot eaſt or weſt, 
Or they ſhot north or ſouth, 

The curtal dogs, ſo taught they were, 
Top caught the arrows in their mouths. 


5 Take u up thy dog 55 ſaid Little John. 8 


Fryar, at my bidding thee ; 


Whoſe man art thou ? ſaid the curtal fryar, 


Comes here to prate to me. 


I am Little John, Robin Hood's 0 
Fryar, I will not lie: 


| If thou take not thy 1 anon, 


I'll take them up an thee. 


Little John had a bow in his hand; 


He ſhot with might and main : 
Soon half a ſcore of the fryar's dogs 
Laid dead' PO. the plain. 


Hold thy hand, ood fellow, ſaid the curtal 1935 
Thy maſter 109 I will agree, | 

And we will have new orders taken 0 u 
With all the haſte that may be. | 


If thou wilt forſake fair Fountain- dale, 
And Fountain- abbey free, 


Every ſunday throughout the year 


A noble ſhall be thy fee. 


Every ſanday throughout the year 


Changed ſhall thy garment be, 
And if wilt go to fair Nottingham, * 
And there remain with me. .f 


The curtal fryar had kept Fountain-daley Eu 
Seven long years, 2 more: 

There was neither knight, lord, nor earl. 

Could make him al Nt before. 'y 
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Rebin Hood POR * or, 5 meeting and T] 
fighting with A. Coufin Scarlet. = 


OME liſten . you  genclemen al all, : 
That are this bower within | 7% T1 
For a ſtory of gallant Robin Hood, LON IS 
I propoſe now to begin. e ee Fo 
What time of day ? quoth Robin ia! =P 2 : 
Quoth Little John, ?tis in the prime: T! 
Why then we will to the green-woed gang, ere 
For we have no victuals to dine. 80 | TI 
As Robin Hood rode the foreſt along, 3 
It was in the midit of the daa H. 
There he was aware of a deft young man, | Ly 15 
As ever walk'd on the way Fo 
His doublet was of filk he ſaidy! 9750 1 Bu 
His ſtockings like ſcarlet ſhone tet | 
And bravely he walked 1 Beer © 
| To Robin Hood then un nown, : ef RPG RS _ 
A herd of decr was in the bend Tus T3 


All feeding before his face: ou £ 5 
Now the beſt of you l'Il have to my dinner, 3 TY 
And that in a /ittle ſpace. a 1 


Now the ſtranger he made no mickle adoy b! T} 
But hc bent a right good ho-. BAN 
And the beſt of all the * 7 0 Mr d Tt 
Full forty yards him _”” ap age” ot 

| T 30 : 
Well ſhot, | well that, ſaid: Robin: Hood then, b Ge 

That ſhot it was intimen 
And if thou wilt accept of the place, | Te 


Thou ſhalt be a bold yeoman of mine, 
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Go play the chivan, the Ranger then ſaidd, 
Make hafte and quickly g ar es 
Or. with my fiſt, be ſure eln, ee "af 
PII give tlice Bates Ro, „ 


Thou hadſt not beſt buffet me, quoth Robin Hood, 
For altho? I am forlorn, 

Yet I have thoſe will take my part, 
If I do blow my horn, Th 

Thou hadſt not beſt wind, thy horn, the franger ig, 
Be*ſt thou never ſo much in haſte, * 

For I can draw a good broad Wy 
And quickly cut the blalt. 


Then Robin Hood bent a very good. bow, 1 
To ſhoot, and that he would farin; 

The ſtranger he bent a very good oe, , 

To ſhoot at bold Robin again. 


Hold thy hand, hold thy hand, quoth. Robin n Hood, 
To ſhoot, it would nenn 7. ot 

For if we ſhoot the one at the other, , ....._., - 
The one f'us muft be flain. ...._ . 

But let's take our ſwords. and dur broad bucklere, 

And gang under c tree. 

As [ Wh to be ſavid, the Aranger he lan, 123 
One foot E will not flee,” Ke 


Then Robin Hood ſeat the ft! ranger a blow, 


* " 
wa. of * * 
1.4 4 > & 


Moit {ſcared him ot of his Wi! its: > A 0 13 
Thou never felt blow, the firanger ron llc i 
That ſhall be better quits.” 95 VO {204 


The ſtranger then with a good. broad Word 
Hit Robin on the erg vic) s Sd d ad 25 
Thaxs trom evc'y hair of hold Robin Hood's 304 
The blocd it ran tickling down. , H bak 


God. a- merey good fellow, quoth Robin Hood then, 
And for thi tnöd Raf done, „„ 
Tell me good fe , who thou art, $4 _— eng; 
Tellme Where Wb 4 „Von. 1 Ne 1 
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The ranger then anſwer'd bold Robin Hood, f : 


Fl tell thee where I do dwell ; 


In Maxfield- town I was born and bred. 


My name is young Gamewell. 


For killing of my father's leward 


Am forc'd to this Engliſh wood, 
And for to ſeek an uncle of mine. 
Some call him Robin Hood. 


But art thou a couſin of Robin Hood then 7 

The ſooner we ſhall have done: 

As J hope to be ſav'd, the ſtranger then faid,. 
I am his own ſiſter's ſon, 


But lord what kiſſing and courting was there, 
When theſe two couſins did meet! 
And they went all that ſummer's day, 
And Little John did not meet. 


And when they met with Little John, 


He then unto him did ſay; 
O maſter, pray where have you been, 
You have tarry*d ſo long away? 


I met with a ſtranger, quoth Robin. Hood, 

Full fore he hath beaten me; 

Then I'll have a bout with him, quoth Little 1 
And try if he can beat me. 


© no, O no, quotli Robin Hood then,, | 


Little John, it may not be ſo; 
For he is my own dear ſiſter's ſon. 
And. coufins I have no more. 


But he ſhall be a bold yeoman of mine,. 
My chief man next to thee; T 


And 1 Robin Hood, and thou Little . 1 


And ſcarlet he ſhall be. 
And we'll be three of the braveſt outlaws 
That live in the north country. © ap 
If thou wilt hear more of bold: Robin Hood, 
In the ſecond part it yall” be. 8 
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Then bold Robin Hood to the north he went, 
With valour and mickle might, 


I with ſword by his ſide, which oft had been . 
To fight, and recover his right. 


The firſt that he met was a bonny bold cot, 
His ſervant he ſaid he would be; 

No, quoth Robin Hood, it cannot be good, 
For thou wilt prove falſe unto me. 


Thou. haſt not been true to fire or cuz, 
Nay, marry, the Scot he ſaid, | 
As true as your heart, I'll never part, 1 
Good maſter, be not afraid. IE | 


Then Robin Hood turned his face to the eaſt 
| Fight on my merry men ſtout ; | 
Our caſe is good, quoth brave Robin Hood, 
And we ſhall r 11 not be beaten out. 


The battle grew hot on every ſide, 
The Scotchmen made great moan ; 

Quoth Jockey, geud faith they fight on each 6. 
Would I were with my wife Joan. ; 


The enemy compaſs'd brave Robin about, 
'Tis long e'er the battle ends; 3 * 
There's neither will yield, nor give up the feld, 
For both are ſupply'd with friends. 


This ſong it was made in Robin Hood's ae; — 
Let's pray unto Jove above, * 

To give us true peace, that miſchief may ook, 
And war may give 9 unto love. 


For thou muſt; poſt to Nottingham, ge! 
As fait as thou can'ſt dre: 
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20, . 


| Renowned Robin Hod; ; or, his famous Archery trul 
related, in the worthy Exploits he CFTR 


before Breen Catharin ne. 


G OL ta'en from 40 king? 8 harbingers : 


As ſeldom hath been _ 


And carried by bold Rohin Hood, a * 


For a preſent to the queen. 


If that I live one year t to an end, 
Thus did queen Catharine ſayhß 
Bold Robin Hood, I'll be thy AO : 


And all thy yeomen gay. e 0 


The queen is to her (halber gone, 
As fait as ſhe could wen: 


_ calls unto her lovely page, 


His name. was Richard Parcingron,” 


Cows thou hither to me, thou Lovely P age, 3 


Come thou hither to mem: 


And as thou go'lt to Nottinghain, 1 Sena 
Search every Engliſh wood, | 


* 


Enquire of one good yeoman! RY 


That can tell thee of bold. Robin Hoods T 
Sometimes he Walk'd, fomerinies he ran, 29 15 

As faſt as he could wen, | 
And when he came to Nottingham, 


There he took up his inn. 


He calls for a bottle of Rheniſh wine, 


And drinks a health to the queen, 


Wiſhing he might now ſpeedly - 


Find out Jolly Robin. 1 5 


Yul, 
1/17 


In ſummer- time, when leaves grow green, a 


ROBIN HOOD. 


There ſet a yeoman by his fide, 
Who ſaid, ſweet page, tell me 
What is thy bulinels, and thy cauſe, 

So far 1n the north country ?. 


This is my buſineſs and my cauſe, 
Sir, I'll tell it you for good. | 
To enquire cf one good veoman or ey 1 
To tell me of Robin Hood, 12:5 5481 


PII get my horſe betimes in the morn, * 8 GL 
Be it by the break of day,; 1 
And | will ſhew thte bold Robin Hood, '£7.% 


And all his yeomen gay. [18143 286 


When that he came to Rabin Hool's aw) A 
He fell down on his knee, . 
Queen Catherine ſhe does greet you will, 
She greets you well by me. 


She bids you poft to fair London court 
Not fearing any ching; | hg 
For there ſhall be a little ſport, | MLA Mb 
And ſhe has (eat you her ring. W San | 
Robin Hood took his mantle from his back. 
I: was © f Lincoln: green, 4 911655 | 


And ſent it by this lovely page, 
For a preſent to the queen. 


7 
" z 


*Twas a ſeemly ſight rorſee, © ny 
How Robin Hood had dreſt himſelf TOW IO 
And all his yeomandree. He PEAT of oo 
He cloathed his men in Lincoln goons: mod 
And himſelf in ſcarle red; ; MORI 
Black hats, white feathers all alike, 4 oh. T 407% 
Now bold. Robin Hood tis rid. + 1 104 | 
And When he came to London court, ids mo & 
He fell down an his knee. 1 1 
Thou art welcome, Lockley, ſaid che queen, of 
And all thy yeomandree.., © 410 J 200 el 
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Come hither, Tepus, ſaid the king. 
| Bow-bearer after me; 


Come meaſure me out with the line, 
How long our mark muſt be. 


What is this wager ? ſaid the queen, 
For that 1 mk know here; 

Three hundred ton of Rheniſn wine, 
Three hundred ton of beer, 


Three hundred of the fatteſt harts, 
That run on Dallen lee; - © 

That's a princely wager, ſaid the _ 
That I muſt needs tell thee. 


With that beſpoke one, Clifton then, 
Full quickly and full ſoon, = 

| Meaſure no mark for us, moſt fovereign liege 
We will ſhoot at ſun and moon, 


Full fifteen ſcore your marks ſhall be, -. 
Hull 6fteen fcore ſhall ſtand: = 
_ I'll lay my bow, ſaid Clifton then, 
PII cleave the willow wand. | 
With that the king's archers led __ : 
Till it was three to one; 0 
With that the ladies began for to ſhout, 
Madam your game is gone. | 
A boon, a boon, queen Catharine cries, 
I crave it on my knee, 


Is there ever a knight of your privy council. 24 


On queen Catharine' s fide will be? 


Come hither to me, Sir Robert Lee, 
Thou art a knight full good; 


For I do know' by thy pedigree, |, 
Thou ſprung'ſt 8805 Gower's blood. 


Come hither to me, thou biſhop of Herefordſhire e, you 


For a noble prieſt was he; 


By my ſilyer mitre, ſaid biber then, Re: 


P11 not bet one pn 
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e king has archers of his own 


ull ready and full right : 
| theſe be ſtrangers every one 
o man knows what they hight. 


at wilt thou bet? ſaid Robin Hood, 


Thou ſeeſt our game's the worſe ; © 
my ſilver mitre, then faid the þiſhop, 


l the money within my purſe. 
at is in thy purſe ? ſaid Robin Hood, 


low throw it on the grounds; 


ety-nine angels, ſaid the biſhop, 
's near an hundred pound. 


in Hood took his bag from his fide, 


Ind threw it on the green; 


|. Scarlet then went ſmiling away, 
know who this money mult win. 


that the king's archers led about, 
hile it was three to three; 

that the ladies gave a ſhout, 
oodcock, beware thy knee. 

three to three now, ſaid the king, 

ie next three pays for all: 

n Hood went and E the queen, 
e king's part ſhall be but ſmall. 
Robin Hood did cap ng 
ſhot it under hand; 

Clifron with a bearing arrow, 
clove the willow wand. 


ittle Midge, the miller's ſon, 
ſhort not much the worſe; 
ot within a finger of the prick ; "Th 


Av biſhop, beware thy purſe, 


ure E, 


on, a boon, queen Catharine cries, 
ave it on my bare knee, 

you will angry be with none 

at 15 of * 2225 n 
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They ſhall have forty days'to come, 
And forty days to go, 3 1 
And three times forty to ſport and pla, 
Then welcome friend or foe. . 
Thou art welcome, Robin Hood, ſaid the queen, ut 1h 


And ſo is Little John, Wit 
And io is Midge the miller's ſon : t he 
Thrice welcome every one, | 11701 
Is this Robin Hood ? the king then ſaid, it w] 
; For it was told to me, Que 
4 That he is lain in the palace gate, 7 
. So far in the north county. and 
: Is this Robin Hood ? quoth the biſhop then, Imi 
i As it ſeems well to be; 5 and 
Bl Had I known it had been that bold outlaw, Pran 
4 I would not have bet one penny. Ther 
F; He took me late one Sunday night, t wh 
4 And bound me falt to a tree, | Bold 
5 And made me ſing a maſs, God wot It afte 
= To him and his yeomandree. e 
f What, and if I did, ſays Robin Rood, Tat th 
Of that maſs I was full fainz; | nil 
For recompence of that, he ſays, 0 ee, 
Here's half thy gold again. Yo (hen 
Now nay, now away, ſays Little John, n * 
Maſter, that may not be, 5 In a fu 
We mult give gifts to the. kings officers ; Mt offe 
That gold will ſerve thee and me. | 
heron: 2 | fter | 
1 A 1 
Robin Hood's Chace; or, a merry Progreſs betwee . * 4 
Robin Hood and King Henry. PF ho c- 
ou you gallants all, to you 1 call, wy 
That are now within this place; | 2 
For a ſong 1 will ſing of Henry our king, * 4 


How he did bold Robin Hood chace. 


ROBIN HOOD: 7 


Jacen Catharine ſhe then a match did make, oF 
As plainly doth appear. | 
or three hundred ton of wine. 

And three hundred ton of beer 


ut ſhe had her archers to ſeekͤ/ 
With their bows and arrows ſo o0d'; + 

t her mind it was bent, with a'fall intent, 
To ſend for bold Robin Hood. 


it when bold Robin Hood he came e there, 
Queen Catharine ſhe did ſay, 
hou art welcome. Lockſley, unto me, 
And thou on my part muſt be, 


| miſs the mark; be it light or dark, 
And all my yeomen gay; 

r a match of ſhooting I have kde 
Then hanged will I be, — 


it when the game came to be play'd, 
Bold Robin won 1t with grace; 

t after the king was angry with him, 
And vow'd he wou'd him chace, 


at tho? his pardon granted was, 
hile he with him did ſtay; 

t yet the king was vex'd at him 
hen he was gone away. | 


In * the king from court did nie, | 

n a farious angry mood, MR 
l often enquired both far and near 
fter bold Robin Hood. | 


when the king to Nottingham came, 

old Robin was in the wood: | 1 
ome ſaid he, and let me ſee Wk 2 
ho can find bold Robin Hood. 1 1 0 
when bold Robin he did hear, "APD 
The king had him in chace; : VO 
n ſaid Little John, tis time to be gone, eee 
ind that to another . e 751 


wee 


+ 
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And away they went to merry Sheerwood, 
And into Yorkſhire he did hie. 


And the king did follow with a hoop In a hallo. 


But could not him come nigh. 


Vet jolly Robin he paſſed along, 
And went ſtraight to Newcaſtle town, 

And there they ſtaid hours two or three 

And then he to Berwick was gone. 


When the king did ſee how Robin did flee, 
He was vexed wonderous ſore ; 
With a hoop and a hallo he vowed to follow, 
And take him, or never give o'er. 


Come now let's away, ſaid Little John, 
Let any man follow that dare; - 

'To Carliſle we'll hie, with our cOMPanys . 

And ſo then to Lancaſter. 


From Lancaſter then to Cheſter he went, 
And ſo did good king Henry ; 

But Robin went away, for he durſt not ſtay, 
For fear of ſome treachery. 


Says Robin come let us for, London 26, 
To ſee our noble queen's face: 

Tt may be ſhe wants our company, 
Which makes the king us chace. 


When Robin he came queen Catharine before, - | 


He fell upon his knee ; 
If it pleaſe your grace, I am come to this place, 
To ſpeak with king Henry. 


Queen Catharine anſwer'd bold Robin a in, 
The king is gone to merry Shee 

And when he went away to me he did . 
He would go and ſeek Robin Hood. 


Then fare you well my gracious queen, 

For to Sheerwood Pll hie apace; 

For fain would I fee what he'd have with me, 
If 1 cond but meet with bus grace. | 


k 
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But when king Henry he came home, 
Full weary, and vex'd in mind; 
And that he did hear Robin had been there, 
He blamed dame fortune unkind, 
You're welcome home, queen Catharine cry'd, 
Henry, my ſovereign liege ; 
Bold Robin Hood, the archer good, 
Your perſon hath been to ſeek, 
A boon, a boon, queen Catharine cry'd, 
I beg it here of your grace, 
To pardon his life and ſeek not ſtrife ; 
And ſo ends Robin Hood's chace. 


Robin Hood's Golden Pri we.  Shewing how he 
robb'd two Priefis of five Hundred TIO 


HAVE heard talk of Robin Hood, 
And of brave Little John, 
Of fins Tuck, and Will. Scarlet, 
Lockſley, and maid Marrian. 


But ſuch a tale as this before, 


I think was never known; 
For Robin Hood diſguiſed himſelf, 
And from the wood is gone. 


Like toa fryar bold Robin Hood 
Was accoutred in his array : 2 
With hood, gown, beeds, and crucifix, 0 


He paſſed upon the way. e 
He had not gone paſt miles two or three, ; 
But it was his chance to eſpy, 9 
Two luſty prieſts clad all in black, : 

Come riding gallantly. 1 


Benedicite, then ſaid Robin Hood, * 
8 Some pity on _= an "i 8 
Croſs you my hand with a ing e t. 

For our dear lady's * prop 
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1 For I have been wand'ring all this day, RF We 
= And nothing could I get; . 0 
=_ Not fo much as one pooricup of drink, 1 
# Nor bit of bread to eat - 8 ; 

0 Now by our holy dame, the prieſts reply's, | 'Th 

bi We never a penny have, 91 4:1, ] 

l For we this morning have been robb'd, We 

| | And could no money ſave. r. I 

[ I am much afraid, ſaid bold Robin Hood. . Th 

4 That you do doth tell a lie; ; A * 

ih And now before you do go hence, | | *» 

" I am reſolv'd to try. 2 

Y When as the prieſts heard him fay . AS, He 

Ihen they rode away amain; 4 

1 But Robin Hood betook to his heels, | 5 

a And ſoon overtook them again. Ek Io 1 

Then Robin Hood laid hold of them bob, 7 

| And pull'd them down from their horſe, Th 

g O ſpare us, fryar, the prieſt cry'd 1 f 

: On us have ſome remorſe. Wi 

: You ſaid, you had no money, quoth Robin Hood, w_ 

| Whereſore, without delay, | Na 

; We three will fall down upon our knees, 

J And for money we will pax. Yo 

The prieſts they could not him gainfay, 1 5 77 A 
But down they kneel with ſpeed: „„ 
Send us, O ſend us, then quoth they, 4 1 

Some money to ſerve our need. WOT es Th 
The prieſts did pray with mournful chear, 5 ; 
Sometimes their hands did wring; _ : Yo 
Sometimes they wept and tore their hair, re EE 
_ Whilſt Robin did merrily fing. * | Th 
When they had been praying for an hour's ſpace, 4 ] 
The prieſts did ſtil} lament ; || Sa 


Then quoth Robin, now let us ſee e — 
What money heaven hath us ſent. 


N OIRxN HOQD. 
We will be ſharers all alike 
Of money that we have; 


And there is never a one of us 
That his fellow ſhall deceive. 


The prieſts there hands in the pockets put 
But money could find none: 

We will ſearch ourſelves, ſaid Robin Hood 
Each other, one by one. 


Then Robin Hood took pains to ſearch them 
And found good ſtore of gold, 

Five hundred pieces preſently 
Upon the graſs he toid, 


Here is a brave ſhew, faid Robin Hood, 
Such ſtore of gold to ſee, 

And you each one ſhall have a part, 
Becauſe you prayed ſo heartily. 


He gave them fifty pounds a piece, 
And the reſt himſelf aid keep: 
The prieſts they durſt not ſpeak one word, 
But fighing wond'rous deep. 


With that the prieſis roſe from their knees, - 
Thinking to have parted ſo: 

| Nay, nay, Rid Robin Hood, one thing mote, 
P11 have to ſay e er you go: 


You ſhall be ſworn, ſaid bold Robin Hood, 
Upon this holy graſs, 
That you will 4 tell lies again, 

Which way ſoever you do paſs. 


The ſecond oath. that you here muſt make, 
That all the days of your lives, | 

You never ſhall tempt maids unto fin, 
Nor lie with other men's wives. 


The laſt oath you [hall take, is this, 
Be charitable to the poor; CES 
Say you met with a holy n V+ 
And I defire no — ets 
2 
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He ſet them on their horſes again, | 


And away then they did ride ; EW 
And he return'd to the merry green wood, | 
With — joy,. mirth, and pride. | Fo 
Xv. 27 * 
Robin Hood reſcuing Will. Stutely from the Sheriff Ar 
and his Men, who had taken him Pry Yoner, and T1 
were going to hang him. 
W HEN Robin Hood in the green wood ood, 4 
Under the green wood tree, ; T! 
Tidings there came to him with ſpeed, | 
Tidings for certainty, | 10 258 W 
'That Will. Stutely ſurprized was, 1 
1 And eke in priſon lay ; | 'T! 
| Three varlets that the king had hired, . 
| Did baſely him betray. = EEO 2:16 | 'T 
N Ay, and to-morrow hanged muſt be, en dn of 
To- morrow as ſoon as *tis daa W 
g Before they could the victory get, | 
1 Two of them did Stutely lay. Wn. 74s A] 
= When Robin Hood did hear this nem, * W 
1 Lord! it did grieve him ſore; 95 
; And to his merry men he did ſay, SS 2 
1 Who all together ſwore. Wn - O 
That Will. Stutely ſhould reſcu'd be, A 
f And be brought back again: _ % 
| Or elſe ſhould many a gallant wight  -., 
For his ſake there be ſlain : 1 A 
He cloathed himſelf in ſcarlet then, mats 5 110 


His men were all in greens. n 
A finer ſhow throughout the world nb 1 Hat, 
In no ! could be ſeen, . 


ROBIN HOOD. 


Good lord! it was a gallant fight 
Fo ſee them all on a row ;. 

With every man a good broad ſword; 
And eke a good yew bow. 


Forth of the green wood are they gone, 
Yea all courageouſly, 

Reſolving to bring Stately bone, 
Or every man to die. 

And when they came the caſtle near, 


Wherein Will. Stutely lay; 
I hold it good, ſaid Robin Hood, 


We here in ambuſh ſtay. 
And ſend one forth ſome news to hear, 


To yonder palmer fair, 
That ſtands under the caſtle-wall: 
Some news he may declare. 


With. that ſteps forth a brave young man,, 5 


Which was of courage bold; 
Thus he did-tpeak to the old man, 
J pray thee, palmer old. 


Tell me, if thou can rightly ken, | 
When muſt Will. Stutely die, 


Whois one of bold Robin Hood's men, 


And here doth priſoner lie. 


Alas! alas! the palmer ſaid, . 
And for ever woe is me! 

Will. Stutely hang'd will be this day, 
On yonder gallows tiee. 


O had his noble maſter known, 
He would ſome ſuccour ſend : 
A few of his bold yeomandree. 
Full ſoon would fetch him hence. 
Ay, that is true, the young man ſaid 5; 
Ay, that is true, ſaid he; 
or if they were near to this place, 


They ſoon would ſet him free. 
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But fare thee well, thou good old man, 
Farewell, and thanks to thee ; ; | 
If Stutely hanged be this day, 
Reveng'd his death will be. 


No ſooner was hefrom the palmer gone, 
But the gates were open'd wide, 

And out of the caſtle Will. Stutely d 
Guarded on every fide. 


When he was forth from the caſtle came. | 
And ſaw no help was migh ; 2 
Thus he did ſay unto the ſheriff, 

Thus he ſaid gallantly ; 


Now ſeeing that I needs muſt die, 
Grant me one boog, laid he; 

For my noble maſter ne er had man 
That yet was hang'd on a tree. 


Give me a ſword all in my hand, 
And let me be unbound, 
And with thee and thy men I'll iet, 
Till Lie dead on the ground. 


But this deſire he would not grant, 
His wiſhes were in vain 

For the ſheriff ſwore he hang d ſhould be 
And not by the ſword be flain, 


Do but unbind my hands, he ſays, 
I will no weapon. crave; 

And if I hanged be this day, 
Damnation let me have. 


O no, no, no, the ſheriff faid, 

Thou ſhalt on the gallows die, 

| Ay, and fo ſhall thy maſter too, 
If ever it in me lie. 

O daſtard coward, Stutely cries, 


Faint-hearted peaſant flave! 
If ever my matter do thee meet, 


Thon ſhalt thy payment hans. 


ROBIN HOOD. 


My noble maſter doth thee ſcorn, 

And all thy cowardly crew; 

Such filly imps unable ate 
Bold Robin to ſubdue, - 


But when he was to, the gallows gone, 
And ready to bid adieu, | 

Out of a buſh Reps Little John, 
And comes Will. Stutely to; 


I pray thee Will. before thou die, 
Of thy dear friends take leave, 

I needs muſt borrow him-awhile, 
How ſay you, maſter ſhrieve ? 


Now, as I live, the ſheriff ſaid, _ 
That varlet will I know :_ wo 

Some ſturdy rebel i; that ſame, 
Therefore let him not go. 


Fhen Little John moit haſtily 
Away cut Stutely's bands, 
And fiom one of the ſheriff's men 
A ſword twiteh d from his hands. 
Here Will. take thou this ſame, | 
Thou can'ſt it better Way; 
And here defend thyſeif awhile, 
For aid will come ttr-itway.. 


And there they turn'd them back to back, 8 


In the midi of them, chat day, 
Till Robin Hood approached near, 
With many an archer gay. 
With that an arrow from them few,. 
] wiſt from Robin Hood; | 
Make haite, make halte, the- therif he laid. 
Make haite. for it is not good. wh 
The ſheriff is gone, and his doughty men. 
Thought it no boot 0 ſtay, 
But, as their matter had them raught,. | 
They ran full faſt away. 
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O ſtay, O ſtay, Will. Stutely ſaid, 
Take leave e're you depart : 


| You ne'er will catch bold Robin Hood, 
Unleſs you dare him meet. 


O ill betide you, ſaid Robin Hood, | 
That you ſo ſoon are gone; 

My ſword may in the ſcabbard reſt, 
For here our work is done. 


I little thought, Will. Stutely ſaid 
When I came to this place, 
For to have met with Little John, 
Or ſeen wy maſter's face. 


Thus Stutely was at liberty ſet, 
And ſafe brought from his foe 3 
O thanks, O thanks to my maſter, ' 
Since here it was not ſo. 


And once again, my fellows all, 
We ſhall in the green wood meet, 

Where we will make our bow-firings . 
Muſic for us moſt ſweet. | 


The l. Fi farms Or, Robin Hood's Pre- 


Ferment. 


I N ſummer time when leaves grow green, 

When they do grow both green and wen Ti 

Of a bold DR call'd Robin Hood, „ 
It is of him I ſing this ſong. 


When the lilly leaf, and cowſlip ſweet 
Both bud and fpring with merry cheer, 
This outlaw was ee Pon the wood ſide, 2 
And chaſing of the king's dear. 


The fiſhermen brave, more money have, | 
Then any merchant, two or three 

Therefore i will to e = avg 80s | 
That La * * be. 


ROBIN” HOOD. 
This outlaw call'd his merry men all, : 
As they ſet under the green wodd tree; 


IF any of you have gold to ſpend, 
I pray you heartily ſpend it with me. 


Now, quoth Robin Hood, Pl! to Scarborough, 
It ſeems to be a very fine day: 

He took up his inn, at a widow-woman's houſe, . 
Hard by the waters gray. 


Who aſked him, where wert thou born? 
O tell me where thou doſt fare? 

I am a poor fiſherman, ſaid he then, 
This day intrapped all in care. 


What is thy name, thou fine fellow? 

I pray thee heartily tell to me? 
In mine own eountry, where I was born, . 
Men call me Simon over the Lee. 


Simon, Simon, ſaid the good wife, 

Il wiſh thou may'ſt well brook thy name; 
The outlaw was aware of her courteſy, 

And rejoiced he had got ſuch a dame. 


Simon, wilt thou be my man ? 

And good round wages I'll give thee ; 3 
I have a good ſhip of my own, - 
24s any that ſails upon the ſea. - 

Anchors and planks thou ſhalt want OWN > 

Maſts and planks that are fo long. 

Aud if that thou wilt furniſh me, 

Said Simon, nothing ſnhall go wrong. 
They pluck'd up anchor, and away did fail, , 
More of a day than two or three; n 
When others caſt in their baited hooks, = 

The bare lines into the ſea caſt ge. 


Itwill be long, ſaid the maſter then. 

E'er this great lubber do.thrive on the ſeas! N 
Hie ſhall have no ſhare in our fiſh, © 
For 3 in truth he 4s 1 in no part vorthy. 4 wad. 


D. 
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O woe is me, ſaid Simon then, 

This day that I ever came here, | 7 

Iwiſh | were in Plumpton-park, | Ar 
Chaſing of the fallow deer. f 2 

For every clown laughed me to fcorn, Tl 

And by me ſets nothing at all; | | 

If I had them in Plumpton- park, Ar 

I would ſet as little by them all, 

They pluck'd up anchor and away did ſail, 

More of a day than two or three ; As 

But Simon *ſpy'd a ſhip of war, | 
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That ſail'd toward them vigordufly. Th 

© woe is me, ſaid the maſter then, | l 

This day that ever I was born; | Th 

For all the ffh that we have gott,. 35 

| Is every bit loſt and forlorn! | Th 
For theſe French robbers on the ſea, 1 1 8 1 

They will not ſpare of us one man, 8 Th 

But carry us to the coaſt of France, | 5 L 

0 And lay us in a priſon ſtrong. A But 
4 But Simon faid, do not fear them, n 3 
_ Neither, maſter, take you care; | | For 
i Give me a bent bow in my hand, . / 
And never a Frenchman will I ſpare. 111 

Hold thy peace, thou long lubber, TX 3 

For thou art nought but brags and boaſt ;: [An 

If I ſhould caft you over board, | * 


There is but a ſimple lubber loſt. 
Simon grey-angry at theſe words, 

And ſo angry then was he: x7 
Then he took his bent bow in his hand. 
And in the ſhip hatch goeth he. 

| Maſter, tye me to the maſt, he ſaid 

That at my mark I may fland fair, 
And give me my bent bow in my hand. 

And never a Frenchman will I ſpare. : 


* 


— 


* 
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He drew his arrow to the head, 10 5544 
And drew it with might and. main; 


And ſtrait in the twinkling of an eye, j 
To the Frenchman's heart the arrow gain. 


The Frenchmen fall down on the hatch, 40 
And under the hatches down below; | 

Another Frenchman that him eſpy/d,. : — 
The dead corpſe into the ſea 14 throw. 6 


O maſter, looſe me from the maſt he ſaid, 
And for them all take you no care, 

And give me my bent bow in my hand, 
And never a Frenchman will I ſpare. 


Then ſtrait he boarded the French thip, i. 44 
They lying all dead in their fight ;- 

They found within their ſhip of ar 
Twelve thouſand pounds of money bright. 


The one half of the ſhip, ſaid Simon hens: 
PII give to my dame and children ſmall ; 
The other half of the ſhip I'll give, 
To you that are my fellows all. 


But now beſpoke the maſter then, 
For ſo, Simon, it ſhall not be; 

For if you have won it with your hands, 
And the owner of it you muſt be; 


It ſhall be ſo as I have ſaid, 


And with this gold for the oppreſt 


An habitation will I build, 


Where they ſhall live in peace and reſt. ; 
4 Fe 


Robin Hood's Delight; or, anew Combat ought be. 


tween Robin Hood, Little Fo ohn, and Will. Scar- * 
let, with three Aout Keepers in Sbeeribod Fort . 


HERE's ſome will talk of lords and e "Il 
And ſome of yeomen good: 2 
But I will tell you of Will. gearlet, 1 


— 


Little John, and Robin Hood... 
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They were outlaws as it was well known, 2 
And men of noble blood, . 


And many a time their valour was ſhown 
In the foreſt of merry Sheer wood. 


Upon a time it chanced ſo, ris 
As Robin would have it be, kgs 
| They all three would a walking go, 
The paſtime for to ſee. 


And as they walked the foreſt along, 
Upon a midſummer's d ay, oth 
There was he aware of three foreſters, DR, roms 
Clad all in green array. | jon bo? 


With brave long falchions by their ſides, 
And foreſt bills in their hands, FN 
They called alond to theſe outlaws, 
And eharged them to ſtand. 


Why, who are you? cry'd bold Robin. 
That fpeak fo boldly here,, | 

We three belong to king Henry, 

And keepers of his der, 


The devil you are, ſays Robin Hood. 
I am ſure it is not fo 

We be the keepers of this foreſt, 
And that you foorthall know: 


Your coats of green lay on the ground, 
And ſo we will all three, 

And take your ſwords and bucklers round,.. 
And try. the victory. 


We be content the keepers ſaid;.. 
We be three and no leſfs, 

Then, why ſhould we of you beafaid.;. 
As we never did tranſgrels ? 


Why, if you be keepers in this. "7 Ho | 
We be three rangers good, 1 
And will make you. know before you do go. Fo 
Lou met with bold Robin R 


EC ² ˙ A ˙ ] ⁵˙ d ̃ ͤuiU 8 


ROBIN (HOOD. 6x 


We be content. thou bold: outlaw, - 

Our valour here to try, 

And will make you know before you do 20, 
We will fight before we fly. 3 


Then, come draw your ſwords you bold 4 ontlans, : 
No longer ſtand to prate, 

But let us try it ſtrait with blows, 
For cowards we do hate. 

Here is one for Will. Scarlet, - 
And another for Little John, 
And I myſelf for Robin Hood, 
Hhecauſe he is ſfout and ſtrong. | 

So they fell to it full hard and fore Ee. 

It was on a midſummer day ; 5 e 
From eight of the clock, ll two and FO 
They all ſhew'd gallant play. w 


There Robin, Will. and Little 1 
They fought moſt man fully, 

Jill all their wind was ſpent and gone. 
Then Robin aloud did cry: 


O hold, O hold, cries bold Robin, 
I fee you be ſtout men; 

Let me blow one blaſt on my bugle horn, 
Then I'll fight with you again. 


That bargain is to make, Robin Hood. 
Therefore we it deny; 

Thy blaſt upon the bugle horn 
Cannot make us. fight or fly. 


Therefore fall on or elſe-be gone, 
And yield to us the day;. | 
R never ſhall, be ſaid that we are afraid 


Of thee, or thy yeomen gay. 
If that be ſo, cries Robin Hood, 
Let me but know your names, 
| And in the ſoreſt of merry Sheerwood, 4 
Eſnall extol your . e ie 498K 5 © 
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And with our names one of them . ; 
What haſt thou here to dor | 
Except thou wilt now fight at Dut; 

Our names thou ſhalt not Kno-. 


Weill fight no more, fays bold Robin Hood, 
You be men of valour ftout; 
Come and go with me to Nottingham, 

And there we. will fight it out. 


With a butt of ſack we will bang i it about, 
To ſee who wins the day; 

And for the coſt make you no doubt, 
I have gold enough to pay, 


And ever hereafter as long as we live, 

We all will brethren be; 
For I love thoſe men with heart and hand, , 
That will fight and never flee.” 


So away. they went to Nottingham, . 
With fack to make amends; - 

In three days they the wine did chace, 2 

And drank themſelves good friends 5 


XVIII. 


Robin Hood and the Bagger. 


OME light and liſten, you gentlemen all, 
That mirth do love for to hear, 
And a ſtory true PI! tell to you, 
If that you will but draw near. 


In elder times when merriment were, 
And archery was holden good, 

There was an outlaw as many do know, 5 
Which men call Robin Hood. 


Upon a time it chanced ſo, 0 
Bold Robin was merry diſpos'd, | 
His time for to ſpend he did intend, N 
Either with * or . , e eee 


— 


N 


my 
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T hen he got up on a allant ſteed, | 
The which was worth angels ten, 

With a mantle of green, moſt brave to be ſeen, 
Fe left all his merry men. | 


And riding towards Nottingham, - 
Some paſtime for to *ſpy, 

There was he aware of a jolly beggar 
As e' er he beheld with his eye, 


An old patch coat the beggar had on, 
Which he daily did uſe for to wear; 

And many a bag about him did wag, 

Which made Robin Hood to him repair. 


God ſpeed, God ſpeed, {aid Robin Hood chen, 
What countryman ? tell unto me. 
F am a Yorkſhire, fir, but ere you go far, 

Some charity give unto me. 


I have no money, ſaid Robin Hood hen, 
But a ranger within the wood, 


F am an ontlaw as many do know, 
My name is Robin Hood. 


But yet I muſt tell thee, bonny beggar, 
'That a bout with thee I muſt try; 
Thy coat of. grey lay down I ſay,. 
And my mantle of green hall lie by. 


Content, content, the beggar he cry'd, 
Thy part it will be the worſe 

For I hope this bout to give thee the rout, 
And then have at thy purſe. 


The beggar he had a mickle long Raf, 
And Robin he had a nut brown ſword ;. 
The beggar drew. nigh, and at Robin let fly, 
But: 2 — him never a Word. 
Fight on, fight - ON, ſaid. Robin Hood then. IJ 
This g — well er ey 15 -- | 
For every blow that Robin = 


The beggar . * 
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And fighting there full hardy and fore, 

Not far from Nottingham town, 

They never fled *till irom Robin Hood's . bead 
The blood it run tiickling down. 


O hold thy hand, ſaid Robin Hood, 
And thou and I will agree: 
If that be true the beggar he ſaid, 
Thy mantle come give unto me. 


Now a change, a change, ſaid Robin Hood, 
Thy bags and coat give unto me; 

And this mantle of mine Fl] to thee reſign, 
My horſe and my bravery. 


Then Robin had got the beggar's cloths,., 
He looked round about; 
Me thinks, ſaid he, I ſeem to be 


2 beggar brave and ſtout. 

For now I have a bag or my bread, 
S8o 1 have another, for my comm: 

I have one for ſalt, and another for . R 
And one for my iittle horn, 


And now I will-a begging go, 
Some charity for to find; 

And if any more of Robin you'll know, 
In the ſecond part it's behind. | 


Now. Robin he is to Nottingham. 0 
With his bag hanging down to his knee, 
His ſtaff and his coat ſcaroe worth a groat, , 
Yet merrily paſſed he | 


As Roben he paſled the ſtreets. along, 
He heard a pitiful ccyr 
Three breathren dear as he did hear, 

Condemned were ta die. 


Then Robin he hied to the ſheriff's: houſe,-. 
Some relief for to ſeek; 


He ſkipt and leap'd and caper'd fall high, 2 


Ar he went e 8 
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But when to the ſheriff's houſe he came, 
There a gentleman fine and brave, 


Thou beggar, ſaid he, come tell unto me L 
What is it thou would'ſt have 8 


No meat, nor drink, ſaid Robin Hood ten, 
That I come here to crave z 

But to get the lives of yeomen three, 
And that I fain would have. 


That cannot be, thou bold beggar, 
Their fact it is ſo clear; 

I tell to thee, they hang'd muſt be, 
For ſtealing our king's deer. 


But when to the gallows they did come, 
There was many a weeping eye; 

O hold your peace, ſaid Robin Hood then, 
For certain they ſhall not. die. 


Then Robin he ſet his horn to his mouth, 
And he blew out blaſts three, 

Till a hundred bold archers brave 
Came kneeling down to his knee. 


What is your will, maſter ? ſaid they, 115 
We are at thy command. 

Shoot eaſt, ſhoot weſt, ſaid Robin, then, 
And ſee you ſpare no man. 


Then they ſhot eaſt, and they ſhot weſt, 
Their arrows were ſo keen; 

The ſheriff he, and his company, 
No longer could be ſeen, 


Then he ſtept to thoſe brethren three; Tortur 
And away he has man; 157 
The ſheriff he was croſt, and many a man a lo, 
That lay dead: on the plain. | 


And away, they went: to the merry green woods 
And ſung with a merry Ty: gies, T 

And Robin. "Hood took the e three: brethren good, : 

. Diaz enn 186L 
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Robin Hood, Wi 1. Scarlet, and Little John; 31 
vor, a Narrative of the Vi 22 obtained againſt the 
Prince of Arragon and the two Giants; and B 


a W. ill. Scarlet married the Princeſt. of: 
OW Robin Hood, Will. Scarlet, Little John, | _* 
Are walking over the plain . Her 
With a good fat buck, which Will. Scarlet C 
With his ſtrong bow had ſlain, I 

Jog on, jog on, cries Robin Hood, | 
Ihe day it runs full faft, Dots, 12 Icon 
For tho' my nephew me a breakfaſt gave, Q 
| I haveinot broke my falt, e * 
Then to yonder lodge let us take our way, „5 
I think it wond'rous good, IfFror 
Where my nephew, my bold peo | = 
Shall be welcom'd unto the green wood. B 
With that he took the bugle horn, 3 * Ins 
Feull well he could it bloß: 1 
| Strait from the woods came marching down _ To] 
One hundred tall fellows and mo. 1 9 
x Stand, ſtand to your arms, cries Will, Scarlet, IE xe 
Io the enemies are within ken: 1 
With that Robin Hood he laughed l —_— 
Crying, they are my bold yeomen, 5 
| Who when they arriv'd, and Robin eſpy d.  [Whc 
i Crying, maſter, what is your will St 
We thought you had in danger ben, Wit! 
| | Your horn did ſound. ſo thrill. + 1 1 
4 | Now nay, now nay, quoth Robin load, „ 2A The 
8 The danger is paſt and gone T 
| I would have you welcome, 1 ene, . A is 
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In feaſting and ſporting ſpent the day, 
Till Phœbus ſunk * 6 deep; 
Then each one to his quarters hy'd,. 
His guard there for to-keep. 


Long had they not walked within the green wood 
But Robin he was eſpy'd | 


 J[Of a beautiful damſel all alone, 


* 


* 


That on a black palfrey did ride. 


Her riding-ſuit was of ſable-hue black, 

Cyprus over her face, | 
Through which her roſe. like cheeks did bim, — 
All with a comely groe. q 

Come tell me the cauſe, thou pretty one, 
Quoth Robin, and tell me r 
From whence thou com'ſt, and wether oy den. 
All in this mournful blight ?? 


} | . 


From London I eame, the damſel reply'd, 


From London upon the Thames, 
Which circuled is, O grief to tell!“ 
Beſieg'd with foreign arme. 


By the proud prince of Arragon ee 
Who ſwears by his martial hand, | FR 

To have the princeſs to his 1 poule, 
Or elſe to waſte this land. | 


Except the champion can be found, 
That dare fight three to three, 10 
Againſt the prince and giants twain 
Moſt horrid for to ſee; 
Whole griſly looks, and eyes like brands, 
Strike terror where they come, | 
With ſerpentz hilling on their helm, + 
Inſtead of feather'd plu me. 


The princeſs ſhall be the victor's prize, n ee 
The king hath vow'd and faid, 5 
And he that ſhall the conqueſt win. | 
Shall have her to his bride. © 
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Now we are four damſels ſent abroad, 
To the eaſt, weſt, north and ſouth, 

To try whoſe fortune is ſo good, 
To bring theſe champions forth: 
But all in vain we have ſought about, 
But none ſo bold there are, 

That dare adventure life and blood, 

To free a lady fair. | 


When is the day ? quoth Robin Hood, 

Tell me this and no more: 

On midſummer next, the damſel ſaid, 
Which is in June twenty-four. 


With that the tears trickled down her cheeks, _ 


And ſilent was her tongue; 
With ſighs and ſobs ſhe took her leave, 
And away her palfrey ſprung. 


This news ſtruck Robin to the "ANY 
He fell down on tke graſs, | 

His actions and his troubled mind, 
Shew'd he perplexed was. 


| Where lies your grief? quoth Win. Scarlet, ff 


O mater, tell to me 
If the damſel's eyes have pierc'd your heart, 
P11 fetch her back to the. 


Now nay, now nay, quoth- Robin Hood, 
She does not cauſe my ſmart; 

But tis the poor diſtreis'd princeſs 
That wounds me to the heart; 


P11 go and fight the giants all, | 

To ſet the lady fre. | 
The d—1 take my foul, quoth Little John, 
If I part with thy company. 
_ Muſt I ſtay behind? quoth Will. Scarlet, 
No, no, that muſt not be; 
Jil make the third man in the fight, 

go we thall be three ta * E 


Theſe words cheer'd Robin to the me 15 


Joy ſhone upon his face, 
Within his arms he hugg'd them ys 


And kindly did embrace, 1 | 


Quoth he, we'll put on. motley grey, 
With long ſtaves in our hands, 

A ſcrip and bottle by our ſides, 
As come from the Holy Lands. 


So may we paſs along the highway, 
None will 

But take us pilgrims for to be, 
Or elſe ſome holy men. 


Now they are on their journey gone, * 
As faſt as they may ſped, F 


Yet for all their haſte, e're A arriv'd, 15 : 


The princeſs forth was led, 


So be deliver'd to the prince, 

Who in the liſt did ſtand, 
Prepar'd to fight, or elſe receive 
His lady by the hand. 


With that he wallk'd about the lik, | 
With giants by his fide; * 5 
Bring forth, ſaid he, your champions, | 
Or bring me forth my bride. 


This is. the four and twentieth day, 
The day prefix d upon; 
Bring forth my bride, or London burns, 
| 12 by Alcaron. 
Then cries the king, and queen likewiſe, 
Both weeping as they, ſpake, 


Lo! we have brought our daughter dear, | 


| Whom we are forc'd to forſake. 


With that ſtept out bold Robin Hood, 
Cries, my liege, it muſt not be ſo; 

Such beauty as the fair pinceſs 

Is not for a tyrant's mow. . 
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The prince he then begun to ſtorm, 
Cries, fool, Rade baboon ! 

How dare yoa ſtop my valour's prize ? 
TI kill thee with a frown.” 


Thou tyrant, Turk, thou infidel, 
Thus Robin began to reply, 


Thy frowns 1 ſcorn; lo! here's my gage, 


And thus I thee defy. 


And for thoſe two Goliahe there, 
That ſtand on either ſide, 

Here are two little Davids by 
That ſoon can tame their pride. 


Then the king did for armour ſend, 
For lances, Twords, and ſhields; 

And thus all three in armour bright, 
Came marching into the field, 


The trumpets began to found a _ 


Each ſingled out his man; 
Their arms in pieces ſoon were hew? d, 
Blood ſprang from ever vein. 


'The prince reach'd Robin Hood a 8 
He ſtruck with might and main, 
Which made him reel about the field, 
As though he had been flain. 


God- a- mercy, quoth Robin, for that blow 5 


I he quarrel ſhall ſoon be try'd, 
This ſtroke ſhall ſhew a full divorce 
Betwixt thee and thy bride. = 


So from his ſhoulders he cuthis head. 
Which on the ground did fall, 

And grumbled ſore at Robin Hood, 
To be ſo dealt withal. | . 


The giants then began to rage | 
To ſee their prince lie dead; 
Thou wilt be the next, ſays Little John, 
Unleſs thou guard thy 4. kl 


ROBIN HOOD. 
With that his falchion he whirl'd about, 

It was both keen and ſharp ; | N 
He clave the giant to the belt, 6 ; 
And cut in twain his heart. 5 


I Will. Scarlet well had play'd his part, | 

The giant he brought to his knee; = 

Quoth Will. the devit cannot break his faſt, 
Unleſs he have you all three. | 


So with his falchion be run him — 
A deep and ghaſtly waund; : 

Who damn'd and foam'd, FT aug bund, , 
And then fell to the ground. 


Now all the liſts with ſhouts were and, 
The ſkies they did refound, V 

Which brought the princeſs to herfelf, Us 
Who had fallen into a ſwoon. 35 


The king and queen, and princeſs fair, 
Came walking to the place, | 
And * ave the champions many thanks, 
did them farther grace. 


Tell me, quoth the king, whence you are, 
That thus diſguiſed came, 

Whoſe valour ſpeaks that noble blood, 
Doth run thro? every vein. 


A boon, a boon, quoth Rabin Hood, 
On my knees ] beg and crave; 

By my crown, quoth the king | grant, 
Aſk what and thou ſhalt j — 


Then pardon I beg for my merry men, | 
Which :re in the green wood. 

For Little John and Will. Scarlet, 
And tor me bold Robin Hocd. 


Art thou Robin Hood ? quoth the kings T0 
For thy valour thou haſt ſhewn, 
Your pardon I do freely grant. 
And welcome every one. 
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She cannot have you all three; 


She ſhall chuſe, quoth Robin; ſaid Little Jouns | 


Then little ſhare falls to me. 


Then did the princeſs view all __ 


With a comely lovely grace, 
And took Will, Scarlet by the hand, 
Saying here [ make my choice. 


With that a noble lord ſtept forth, 


Of Maxfield earl was he, | 

Who look'd Will. Scarlet in the face, 
Then wept molt bitterly. 

Quoth he, Thad a ſon like thee, 
Whom I lov'd wond'rous well, 

But he 1s gone, or rather dead, 
His name it is young Gamewell. 


Then did Will. Scarlet fall on his knees, 
Cries, father, father, here, 


Here kneels your ſon, JO young Gamewell, 


You ſaid, you lov'd ſo dear. 


But lord, what embracing and kifling was there, 
When all theſe friends were met ! 

They are gone to the wedding, and fo to the bedding, 
And 1 I bid you good night, 


OC... 
Litle John and the four Beggars, 
LL you that delight for to ſpend ſome time, 
A merry ſong for to ſing, 


Unto me draw near, and you ſhall hear 
How Little John weat a begging. 2 


As Robin Hood walked the foreſt along, 
And all his yeomandree, 


- Says Robin ſome of you a begging muſt 8%. 


And Little John it muſt be thee, 


ng, 


Come now, give me a bag for my bread, 
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Says John, if I muſt a begging 80, 
I will have a palmer's weed, 


With a ſtaff and a coat, and bags oF all ſorts, 7 
The better then ſhall I ſpeed... | 


And another for my cheeſe, _ 
And one for a penny, if I get any, 
That nothing I may leeſe. 
Now Little John is a kd gone, 

Seeking for ſome relief, 4 
But of all the beggers he met on the way, 5 
Little John he was the chief. 5 


But as he was walking himſelf alone, 1 
Four beggars he chanced to ſpy,  * 
Some deaf” ſome blind, ſome came behind; | 
Says John, here is a brave company, 8 | 
Good-morrow, ſaid John, my brethren dear | | 
Good fortune I had you to ſee; 
Which way do you go? pray let me know, | 
For I want ſome company. 1 
O what i is here to do? ſaid Little john: BY 
Why ring all theſe bells? ſaid he, 
What dog is hanging ? come let us be ganging, 
That we the truth may ſee, 
Here is no dog, one of them ſaid, 
Good fellow, I tell unto thee; 
But here is one dead, that will give us:cheeſeand bread _ 
And it may be one ſingle penny. 
We have brethren in London, another ſaid, 
So we have at Coven 
In Berwick and Dover, and all the world over, N 
But ne'er a crook'd carl like thee. 


Therefore ſtand thee back, thou crooked carl, 
And take that knock on the crown; 

Nay, ſays Little John, I'll not be gone, 
For a bout 1 will have 2 you round. 
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Now have at you all, Aid Little John, e 
If you be ſo full of your blows,” b et e 


Fight on all four,” And never give oy er, | 
Whether you be friends or foes. | 


John nipped the dumb, and made Kia to roar, WE: 


And the blind that could not Tee; 


And he that a cripple. had beth for ſeven yeats, | 


He made run faſter than he. 


And flinging them all agaluſt the Wall, by | 


mot TOR 2 


With many a ſturdy bang, 
It made John to ſifig, to hear the gold king, 
And aint the Walls cry twang, N 


Then he got out of the beggar” 8 ' cloak. 
Three hundred pounds, in; go old; 

Good fortune had I, ſaid; Little John, 
Such a ſight for to behold. 


But found he in the- beggar's bag 
But three hundred and three; 

If I drihk water while this doth . 
Then an ill death may 1 die. 


And my begging trade I will now give « 0 er, 
My fortune hath been ſo good: | 

Therefore I will not flay, but I will; away 
To the foreſt of merry Sheerwood ; 


And when to the foreſt of Sherwood he came. — 


-He quickly there did fee 
Bold Robin Hood, his maſter * 
And all his company. 


What news! what news? ſaid Robin Hood; | 
Come, Little John, tell unto me, $9 
How haſt thou ſped with thy beggar” 8 made, 

For that I fain would ſee? 1:7 


G. if 
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No news, but good, ſaid Little john. 


With begging full well have J ſped x: "IG 


Three hundred and three I have here for be 15 


In filver and gold fo. red. 
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When Robin Hood took Little John by the n, | 
And danced about the oak-tree , ö 


If we drink water while this doth laſt, 
Then an ill death may we die. 


So to conclude my merry new ſong, 
All you that delight to ſing, 
*Tis of Robin Hood that archer good, 
And how / Little John went a beging. 


eee, 
Robin Hood and the Ranger. | 
HEN Phœbus had melted the fickles of ice, 
And likewiſe the mountains of ſnow, 


Bold Robin Hood he would frolickſome der 
To ramble abroad with his bow. 994 ; 


He left all his merry men waiting behind 
Whilſt through the green vallies he paſs d, 
1 Where did he behold: a forreſter bold, 
2 cry'd out, friend whither ſo faſt? 


I am going, quoth Robin, to kill a fat buck, 
For me and my merry men all; 
| Beſides Cer I go, I' have 4 fat doe, 
Or elſe it ſhall coſt me a fall. | 


You'd beſt have a care, ſaid the forreſter then, N 

For theſe are his majeſty's deer, mM 

Before you ſhall ſhoot, the thing I 1! diſpute, 
For I am head forreſter here. 


Theſe thirteen long ſummers, ſaid Robin, I'n m ſure; | 
My arrows'I here have let fly, | 
E Where freely I range, methinks it is ſtrange | 
You ſhould. have more power than I. , 


This foreſt, quoth'Robin, I think is my own, 

And ſo are the nimble deer too: _ 

Therefore I declare and ſolemnly ſwear, P 
PU not be neon he 8 
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The "TO el he had a long quarter-ſtaff, 
Likewiſe a broad ſword by his fide; 


Without more ado, he preſently drew, + 
Declaring the truth ſhould be try'd. 


Bold Robin Hood had a ſword of the beſt, _ 
Thus e'er he would take any wrong, | 
His courage was fluſh, he'd venture WY 
And thus they went to it ding dong, 


The very firſt blow that the forreſter gave, 
He made his broad weapon cry twang : 
Twas over the head, he fell down for dead, 

O that was adamnable bang ! 


But Robin he ſoon did recover himſelf, 

And bravely fell to it again; 

The very next ſtroke their weapons they . 
Yet never a man there was ſlain. 


At quarter-ſtaff then they reſolved to play 
Becauſe they would have the other bout ; 


And brave Robin Hood right valiantly Food, = 


Unwilling he was to give out, 


Bold Robin he gave him very hard blows, 
The other return'd them as faſt, | 

At every ſtroke their jackets did ſmoke ; 
Three hours the combat did laſt, | 


At length in a rage the bold forreſter grew, 
And cudgell'd bold Robin ſo fore, _ 


That he could not ſtand, ſo making his hand, | 


He ſaid let us freely give o'er; 


Thou art a brave fellow, I needs muſt confeſ: ; 
I never know any ſo good 
Thod art fit to be a yeoman for me, 

And range in the merry green wood. 


I'll give thee this ring as a token of love, 
For bravely thou halt ated thy part; 
That man that can fight in him I delight, 
And.love.him with all my whole. heart, 
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| Then Robin Hood ſetting his horn to his mouth 
A blaſt he merrily blew:. | 
His yeomen did hear, and ftrait did appear, 

A hundred with truſty long bows. 


Now Little John came at the head of them. all, 
Claoath'd in a rich mantle of green; 
And likewiſe the reſt were gloriouſly dreſt, | 
A delicate fight to be ſeen! 


Lo! theſe are my yeomen, ſays Robin Hood, 
Thou ſhalt be one of the train: 
4 mantle and bow and quiver alſo, 
I give them whom I entertain. 


The forreſter willingly enter'd the liſt, 

They were ſuch a beautiful ſight; 

\» Then with a long bow they ſhot a fat doe, 1 
And made a rich ſupper that night. | 


What ſinging and dancing was in the green wood, 
For joy of another new mate! 

With might and delight they ſpent all the night, . 
And liv'd at a plentiful. rate. 


The forreſter ne'er was ſo merry before, 

As then he was with theſe brave ſouls, . 

Who never would fail, in wine, beer, or ale, 
To take of theſe cheriſning bowls, . 


Then Robin Hood gave him a mantle of green, 

Broad arrows, and a curious long bow: © 
Thus done the next day, fo gallant and gay, | 
Nie marched them all on a row. 


Quoth he, my bold yeomen, be true to your ts, 
And then we may ran ge the woods wide ; 
They all did ler and ſolemnly ſwear, 


892 danger, or. . by his ſide. 
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XXII. 
Robin Hood and Little ibn. | 


\ \ HEN Robin Hood was about twenty years old, ; 


He happened to meet Little John, 
A jolly briſk toe bi right fit for the trade, 
For he was a luſty young man. 


Tho he-: was call'd Little, his limbs they ka large, 7 


And his ſtature was ſeven foot high : 
Where ever he came, they quak'd at his name, 
For ſoon he would make them to ffy. | 


| How they came acquainted PII tell you in brief, Do 


If you would but liſten awhile, 
For this very jeſt among all the reſt, ' 
I think may cauſe you to ſmile, ' 


E ye Robin Hood ſaid to his jolly bow men, 
14 tarry you here in this grove, = 
And ee that you all obſerve well his call, 
While through the foreſt I rove. 2 


We have had no ſport; theſe fourteen eg days, 


Therefore now abroad will Lg; 
Now ſhould I be beat, and cannot retreat, 
My horn I will preſently blow. : 
Then did he ſhake hands with his merry men all, 
And bid them at N good- bye; 
Then as near a brook his journey he took, 
A ſtranger he chanc'd to eſ p. 


| They happen'd to meet on a long narrow. bridge, 


And neither of them would give way; 
Quoth bold Robin Hood, and ſturdily ſtood, 
Pill ſhew you right N ottingham play, 


With that from his quiver an arrow he drew. 


A broad arrow with a gooſe wing: 
The ſtranger reply*, P11 liker thy hide, 
1 chou offer to touch che gs 
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Quoth bold Robin, Hood, thou doſt prate like e 
For were I to bend but my bow, 
I could ſend; a dart quite through thy provi heart, 
| Before thou could'ſt ſtrike me one blow. 
Thou tallk'ſt like a coward, the: N dg 
Well arm'd with a long bow you, ſtand. 
To ſhoot at my breaſt, while, J., Lien, : 
Have nought but aiftaff in my hand. 88 
The name of a coward, quoth Rabin I ſcorn, 
Therefore my long bow P11 la 11 35 TT 
And now, for thy ſake, a ſtaff I wall e, 5 4 
The truth of thy manhood to try.. 8 1 
Then Robin Hood ſept to a thicket of trees, „ 
And choſe him a Kaff of ground dak; ee 
Now this being done, away he did run ö 
To the ſtranger and merrily 4 „ f 
Lo! fee my ſtaff is laſty, and tou MEE [ 
Now, 'here on this bridge, we En TOR Wo i 
Whoever falls in, the other mall Win 16 0 
The battle and ſo we'll away. | by gots | 
With all my who'e heart, the ranger reply'd, 
I ſcorn in the leaſt to give out; 
This ſaid, they fell to it without more a 
And their ſtaffs they did flouriſh about. 
At firſt Robin gave the ftranger * a bang, 1 
So hard that he made his Bones ring: | 
The ſtranger he ſaid, this muſt be Gm ; 
I' give yen as good as you bring. 
So long as I'm able to handle'a faff, 1 
To die in your debt, friend, 1 — 8 92 
Then to it both. goes, and follow their blows, 8 
As, if they had been threſſürig of corn. 8 
The ſtranger gave Robin a crack on the crown, | 
Which cauſed the blog to to appear; a; 9 841811 dC. | 
Then Robin enrag'd ore fiercely engag'd, | 
And follow'd _ 1 more Leven mY „ UL 
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80 thick and ſo faſt he did lay it on him, 
With a paſſionate fury and ir 

At every ſtroke he made him to ſmoke. 

As if he had been all on fire. 17. 


O then in a fury the ſtranger he grew, 

And gave him a damnable Ic ok; | 

And with a blow, which laid im full Io ], 
And tumbled him into the brook. 


I prithee, good fellow, where art thou now ? 

The danger, in laughter, he cry'd; 

Quoth bold Robin Hood, good faith, in the flood, 
And floating along with the tide. 


1 needs mull acknowledge thou art a brave ſoul, 
With thee I'll no longer contend ; 

For needs muſt I ſay thou haſt got the day, 
Our battle ſhall be at an end, 


Then unto the bank he did preſently wade, 
And pull'd him out by a thorn; 

Which done at the laſt he blew a loud blaſt 
Straitway on his fine bugle horn : 


The echo of which through the 0 did ring, | 
At which his ſtout bowmen appear'd, 
All cloathed in green, moſt gay to be ſeen, 
So up to their maſter they ſeer'd. | 
O what is the matter? quoth Will Stutely, 
Good maſter, you are wet to ſkin; | 
No matter, quoth he, the lad that you ſee 
In fighting hath tumbled: me in. 


He ſhall not go ſcot free, the others reply'd, 

So ſtrait they were ſeizing him there, 
To duck him likewiſe; but Robin Hood cries, 
He is a ſtout lee forbear. 


There's no one ſhall wrong thee, friend, be not afraid | 


Theſe bowmen upon me do wait; 


There's threeſcore and nine; if thou wilt be mine, | 


3 ſhalt have my wy ſtrait, 


P 
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And other accoutrements fitting alſo, 
Speak up, jolly blade, never fear; 


III teach. you alſo the uſe of the bow, ä 
To ſhoot at the fat fallow deer. 


O here is my hand, the ſtranger reply'd, 

PII ſerve you with all my whole heart ; 

My name is john Little, a man of good mettle, -- 
Ne'er doubt me, for Ill play my part. 

His name ſhall be alter'd, quoth Will. Stutely, | 

And I will his godfather be; 

Prepare then a feaſt, and none of the leaſt, 
For we will be merry, quoth he. 


They preſently fetch'd him a brace of fat does, 
With humming ſtrong liquor likewiſe : 


They lov'd what was good; ſo in the you wood 


This pretty ſweet babe they babtiz'd. 


He was J muſt tell you but ſeven feet gb, 
And may be an ell in the waiſt; 

He was a ſweet lad; much feaſting they had, 
Bold Robin the chriſtening grac'd, 


With all his bowmen, which ſtood in a ring, 
And were of the Nottingham breed; 
Brave Stutely came then with ſeven yeomen, 

And did in this manner proceed. 


This infant was called John Little, quoth: 1. ; 
Which name ſhall. e . anon; 
The words we'll tranſpoſe; ſo wherever he goes, 


His name ſhall be call'd Little John. 


They all with a ſhout made the elements ring, 
So-ſoon as the office-was oer, 

To feaſting they went, with true merriment, 

And tippled ſtrong liquors gillore. | 

Then Robin he took the pretty ſweet babe, 5 

And cloath'd him from top to toe. 

Inigarments of green moſt gay to be ſeen; :. _ 
And gaye him a curious long bow. 
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Thou ſhalt be an archer as well as the beſt, _ 
And range in the green wood with us, 


Where we will not want gold nor filver, behold, 
While biſhops have ought in their purſe. 

We live here like *{quires or lords of renawn, 

Without e' er a foot of free land; 

Me feaſt on good chear, with wine, ale, and beer, 

And every thing at our command, 


Then muſic and dancing did finiſh the day, 
At length, when the ſun waxed low, 


4 Then all the whole train the grove did refrain, 


And unto their caves they did go. 


And ſo ever after, as long as they liv'd, 
Although he be proper ana tall, 

Vet nevertheleſs, the truth to FM 
Still Little John _ did him call. 


XXIII. 


The B iſhop 
Hood —4 22 John, Ic. in merry Barnſdale. 


O ME they will talk of bold Robin Hood, 
And ſome of barons bold; 


But I'll tell you how they ſerv'd:the biſhop of Hares 
When he robb'd him of his gold. en 


As it befell in merry Barnſdale. 

| © And under the green wood tree, | 
| The biſhop of Hereford was to come e by, | 
| With al! his company. | 


Come kill a ven'ſon ſaid bold Robin Hood, 
Come kill me a good fat deer, 1 1 


The biſhop of Hereford is to dine wick in me to days ' : | 


And he {hall pay well for his cheer, - - 


We'll kill a fat ven'ſon, ſaid bold Robin Hood, 


And dreſs it by the highway ſide. FI 
And we will watch the biſhop narrowly, y,, 
Leſt ſome other n he ſhould ride. 


of Hereford's E ntertainment by Rubin 5 
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With ſix of his men alſo; 
And when the biſhop of Hereford came by | 
They about the fire did go,” 


O what is the matter ? then ſaid the biſhop,. 
Or for whom do you make this a-do; 

Or why do you kill the king's ven'ſon 
When your company is ſo few? 


| We are ſhepherds, ſaid bold Robin. Hood,. 
And we keep ſheep all the year, 

And we are diſpoſed to be merry this day, 
And to kill of the king's fat deer. 


You are brave fellows, ſaid the biſhop, 
And the king of your doings ſhall know, 
Therefore make haſte, and come along with me, 
For before the king you ſhall go. 


0 pardon, O pardon, ſaid bold Robin Hood, 
O pardon, I thee pray | 
For it becomes not your lordſhip's coat 

To take ſo many lives away. 


No pardon, no pardon, ſays the biſkop,. | 
No pardon I thee owe; © 

Therefore make haſte, and come along with me;. 
For before the king you ſhall: go. 


Then Robin he ſet his back againſt a tree, 
And his foot againſt a thorn, 8 

And from underneath his ſhepherd's coat, 
He pull'd out a bugle horn. 


He put the little end to his mouth, 

And a loud blaſt he did blow w/qꝝ,, 
Till threeſcore and ten of bold. Robin's men 
Came running all on a.row ;. 


All making obeyſance to bold Robin Hood, 

; Twas a comely fight to ſee, 

| What is the matter, maſter ? faid Little John,. 
That you blow ſo ——_ 3 


83 
Robin Hood dreſs'd himſelf i in ſhepherd's attire, 8 
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O here is the biſhop of Hereford, 


And no pardon we ſhall have: 
Cut of his head, maſter, ſaid Little John;. 
And throw him into his grave. 


© pardon, O pardon,. ſaid the biſhop, 


O pardon, I thee pray; 


For if I had known it had been you, 


I'd have gone ſome other way. 


No pardon, no pardon, ſaid Robin: Hood, 
No pardon I thee owe ; 


Therefore make haſte. and come along with me, 


For to merry Barnſdale you ſhall go. 


Then Robin he took the biſhop by the hand, 
And led him to merry Barnſdale, 


| He made him to ſtay and ſup with him that night, 4 


And to drink wine, beer, and ale. 


Call in a reckoning, ſaid the biſhop; 
For methinks it grows. wond'rous high; 

Lend me your purſe, maſter, ſaid Little John, 
And Fl! tell you bye and bye. 


Then Little John took the biſhop's cloak, 
And ſpread it upon the ground, 


And out of the biſhop's portmanteau.. 


He told three hundred pound. 


Herc's money enough, maſter, ſaid Little Jenes, 


And a comely fight tis to ſee:; 


It makes me in charity with the —_ | 


Tho' he heartily Joveth not me. wits. 
Robin Hood tooke the bi ſhop by the handy | 


And he cauſed the. muſic to play ; ; 25 1 
And he made the biſhop to dance in his boots, 6 


And glad he, could ſo. get ene 


7 1. N $ 4 7 5 
» 
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Robin Hood reſcuing the three Squires A2 Net 
tingham gallows: 


Bo Robin Hood ranging the foreſt all round, 
The foreſt all round ranged he; 
O there did he meet with a gay lady, 

She came weeping along the highway, 


Why weep you, why weep you? bold Robin, he ſaid, 
What weep you for gold or fee, | 

Or do you weep for your. maidenhead,” 
That is taken from your body? 


1 weep not for gold, the lady reply'd,. 

Neither do I weep -for fee, | 

Nor do i weep for my maidenhead, - 
That is taken from my body? 


What weep: you for then ? ſaid jolly Robin, 
I prithee come tell unto me: 

Oh! I do weep for my three ſons, 

For they are all condemned to die. 


What church have they robb'd, ſaid jolly Robin, 


Or pariſh prieſt have they flain ? 

What maids: have. they forced againſt their will, F 

Or with other man's wives have lain? | 

No charch have they robb'd, this lady n 
Nor parith prieſt have they ſlain 

No maids have they forced againſt their will, 

Nor with other men's wives have lain. ö 


What have they done then? ſaid Jolly Nobis, : 

Come tell me mpſt ſpeedily ; . 

Ca! it is for killing the king's fallow deer, A 
And they are all condemned to die. 


3 


al: Get you home, get you home, ſaid jolly Robin,., 


Gat you home molt ſpedily, 
And I will unto fair Nottingham go, & 
Fos xhe ſake of the quires all hre. 
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Then bold Robin Hood for Nottingham goes, 
For Nottingham town goes he, 8 

O there did he meet with a poor beggar-man, 
He came creeping along the highway, 


NX p* 


What news, what news, thou old beggar-man,  ” 


What news come tell unto me ? 
O there's weeping and wailing in Nottingham, 
Por the death of the *ſquires all three. _ 


This beggar-man had a coat on his back, 

*Twas neither green, yellow, nor red; 
Bold Robin Hood thought *twas no + 1+ 564 
To be in the beggar-man's ſtead. 


Come pull off thy coat, thou old beggar-man, 
And thou ſhait put on mine. 

And forty good ſhillings Þ ll give thee to boot, | 
| Befides brandy, good beer, ale, and wine. 


Bold Robin Hood then unto Nottingham came, N 


Unto Nottingham town came he; 
O there did he meet witth great maſter ſheriff, 
And likewiſe the *ſquires all three. 


One bbon, one boon, ſays jolly Robin, 
One boon I beg on my knee, 


That as for the death of theſe three Haires, 
Their hangman I may be. 


Soon granted, ſoon granted; ſays maſter ſheriff. 
Soon granted unto to thee; 
And you ſhall have all their gay cloathing, 
Ay, and all their White money. 


O I will have none of their gay cloathing, 
Nor none of their white money, 


But PII have three blatt on my bugle horn, ito 
1 . _— 


That their ſouls to heaven may flee.” 


Then Robin Hood mounted the gallows ſo high, 
Where he blow loud and ſhrill, 
Till an hundred and ten of Robin Hood's » men 
Came marching down the green. hill. 
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Whoſe men are theſe? ſays maſter ſheriff, | 
Whoſe men are they, tell unto me ? 


O they are mine, but none of thine, 
And are come for the *ſquires all three. 


O take them, O take them, ſays great maſter . 
O take them along with thee ; 

For there's never a man, in fair Nottingham, 
88 do the like of thee. 6 


1 XXV. 
The King s Diſeuiſe, and Friendſhip with Robin 


00d. 


K ING Richard hearing of the pd 
Of Robin Hood and his men, 

He much admir'd and more deſir d, 
To ſee both him and them. Ee 


Then with a dozen of his lords, 

To Nottingham he rode: | 
When he came there, he made good cheer, 
And took up his abode, | 


He having ſtaid there ſome time, 
But had no hopes to ſpeed, 

He and his lords, with one accord, 
All put on monks weeds. 


From Fountain-abbey they did ride, 
Down to Barnſdale ; . 
Where Robin Hood, prepared ſood,. | 
All company to affail.. 4 
The king was higher than the reſt, 0 
And Robin thought he Had, $414) 6 
An abbot been whom he had: den, pf 
To rob him he was glad. 
He took the. king's. horſe by the mg not hide 
Abbot, fays he, abide 1tm?;ĩ?˙ ot bafs 
I am bound to rue ſuchpknavesas your e wal { 
2 live in pomp ro crns £11. vo it 


But we are meſſengers from the king, 
 __ The king himſelf did ſay; 
Near to this place his royal grace, 
To ſpeak with thee does ſtay. 


God fave the king, ſaid Robin Hood, 
And all-that wiſh him well; 

He that does deny his ſovereignty, , ; 
I with he was in hell, 


Thyſelf thou curſeſt ſaid the king, 
For thou a traytor art: 

Nay, but that you are his mnellenger,” - ; 
I {wear you lie in heart; _ | 


For never yet hurt any man 
That honeſt 1 is and true; 
But thoſe who give their minds to live 
Dp pon other men's due. 


I never hurt the huſbandman, 
That uſe to till the ground: | 
Nor ſpill their blood, that nee the wood, 
To follow hawk or hound. | 


My chiefeſt ſpite to clergy is, 
Who in theſe days bear ſway; - 


I make my chiefeſt prey. 


| Bur I am: very glad ſays Robin Hood,. 
| That I have met you here, 
Come before we end, you. ſhall my friend. 
Taſte of our green Wood cheer... --- 


The king he then did marvel much. 
And ſo did all his men; 


Robin would provide for them. 


, 


Thou would not be ſo us d, or be, Ne 
But pas. my king thee ſents Ge 0 
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They thought with, fear, what kind of cheer, 


Robin took the king's horſe by the head, Fe 
And led him to the tent: 


— 


With fryars and monks, with their fine pranks, = 
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Nay more than that, quoth Robin Hood, 
For good king Richard's ſake, © 

If you had as much gold as ever I told, 

I would not one penny take. 

'Then Robin ſet his horn to his mouth, 1 1 
And a loud blaſt he did blow, 

»Till an hundred and ten of Robin Hood's men, is 
Came marching all of a row. | 


And went they came bold Robin before, 
Each man did bend his knee, . 
O, thought the king, tis a gallant thing, . 
And a ſeemly fight to ſe. , 
Within himſel the king did fay, | 
Theſe men of Robin Hood's 

More humble be, than mine to me, 

So the court may learn of the woods. 


So _ they all to dinner went, = { 
— a carpet green ö 
Black, yellow, red, finely mingled,” 
Moſt curious to be ſeen. 


Veniſon and fowls were plenty a. 
= With fiſh out of the river: | 
in 


Richard ſwore, on ſea or ſhore, 
never was feaſted better.. 


Then Robin takes a cann of ale, 
Come let us now begin; 

; And every man ſhall have his cann, 

Here's a health unto the king. 


. The king himſelf drank to the king, 


So round about it went; 
'Two barrels of ale, both ſtout nod ſtale, 
To pledge that health was ſpent. 


And after that a bowl of wine 

| In his hand took Robin Hood, | by 

__ Untill I die, I'll drank wine, aid hoe” 1167 bk 
While I live in the een wood. e 


— 
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Bend all your bows, ſaid Robin Hood. om 4274 The 


And with the grey goole wing, 5 _ 
Such ſport naw ſhaw, as you would do P70 1 JOld 
In the preſence of the king. f 0 
They ſhewed ſuch brave archery, | af The 

By cleaving ſtick and wands, +: "We? H 
That the king did ſay, ſuch men as they E le And 

Live not in many lands. ; 1H. 
Well, Robin Hood, then ſays. the kings oe nA | I Ther 

If I could thy pardon bald. bo 374, At 
To ſerve the king in every thing g They 

Would lil thou thy mind rm ſet ES TY . 
Yes with all my heart, bold Robin: kid, EA ay What 

So they flung off their Roogey 19 3m $26 | T6 
To ſerve the king in every thing, I Both 

They ſwore they would ſpend their blood; An 
For a clergyman was firſt my bane, Ho, ! 

Which makes me hate them all; 11 J. Co 

But if you'll be ſo kind to me, Hoe ee ee 

Love them again I ſhall. 4 c * An 
I am the king, thy fovereign king, e eee eee 

That appears before you all. ak 3 An 
When Robin ſaw that it was he, e 122034. $7 [As wi 
Strait then he down did fall. Oy OT. We} 
Stand up again then ſaid the ike; * „% ar 

P11 thee thy pardon give, e 80 

Stand up my friend, who can contend, d DOE | Ne 

When I give 1 w TIO cs $375, Kne 
So they are all gone to Nottingham, - [The 
All ſhouting as they came; „ For 

But when the people them did ſee, © | 4 ſupf 
They thought the king was flai sn. But 
And for that cauſe the outlaws were come, 15115 60A They 

To rule all as they liſt; e +; Wea Rob 
And for to ſhun, which. te to. o 3 20. He on 


The poo did not wilt. e And 
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The plowman left the plaw. i in the helds, 
The ſmith ran from his ſhop; = 
Old folks alſo, that ſcarce could go; | 
Over their ſticks did hop. IS | 
The king ſoon did let them underſtand I ll 

He had been in the green wood, 1 1 
And from that day for evermore , 


He'd forgiven Robin Hood. 


Then the people they did hear, 
And the truth was known; | 
They all did ſing God ſave the king, 


Hang care, the town's our own, 


What's that Robin Hood? then faid the — | 
That varlet I do hate; Ti | 
Both me and mine he cauſed to dine, . | 
And ſerv'd all with one plate. 8 


Ho, ho, ſaid Robin Hood, I know whatyou Arne 4 | 
Come take your gold again, 2 | J 
Be friends with me, and I with thesy; - +43 02 : 

And ſo with every man. . 98 | 


Now maſter ſheriff you are patty £11504 917 a0 v6 
And ſince you are beginner, - 1.8 hah 
As well as you poem. my dye, + 1 j 

For you ne'er paid for that dinner. = 


But if that it ſhould pleaſe the king 
So much your houſe to graces | 
To ſup with you ſor to ſpeak trug 5th | 
Know you ne'er was backe. 
The ſheriff could not gainſay, 0 f 
For a trick was put upon hianj "2 
A ſupper was dreſt, the king was a gueſt, _ 
But he thought *twould have Sy him. 11 'Y 


C3: » 


They are all gone to London court, eine N 
Robin Hood with all his trainz OD | 
He once was there a noble x A — 9 4 


And now he's there again | innen 
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 XNVI:.. 
| Robin Hood and the golden Arrow. 


wW HEN as the ſheriff of Nottingham, 


Was come with mickle grief ; 


He talk'd no good of Robin Hood, 


That ſtrong and ſturdy thief. 


So unto London road he paſt, 

His lofles to unfold | 

To king Richard, who did regard 
The tale that he had told. 


Why, quoth the king, what ſhall I do? 
Art thou not ſheriff for me; 
The law 1s in force, to take thy courſe 
Of them that injure thee. 


Go get thee gone, and by thyſelf. 
Deviſe ſome tricking game, 

For to enthrall yon rebels all, 

Go take thy courſe with them. 


So away the ſheriff he return'd, 
And by the way he thought 


Of th' words of the king, — how the bing 


To paſs might well be —__ 


For within his mind he imagined, 
That when ſuch matches were, 10 
- Thoſe outlaws ſtout, without all doubt, 
Would be the bowmen there. 


S0 an arrow with a golden head, 
And ſhaft of filver white, 
Who won the day ſhould bear ay 


For his own proper right. 

1 s came to bold Robin Hood, 
er the green wood tre 

Come prepare you then my merry men, ? 

Well go yon mw to ſee: 


| Ourmantes all of Lincoln green 
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With that ſtept forth a brave young man, 85 
David of Doncaſter, 


Maſter, ſaid he, be rul'd by me, | 
From the green wood we'll not ſir. | | 


To tell truth, Im well inform'd, 

WE march it is a wile; 

The ſheriff I wiſs deviſes this, 
Us archers to beguile. 


Thou ſmells of a coward, ſaid Robin Hood, 
Thy words do not pleaſe me; 

Come on't what will, Pl try my Kill, 
At yon brave archery. 


O then beſpoke brave Little John, 
Come let us thither gang ; : 

Come liſten to me how it ſhall be, 
That we need not be ken'd, 


Behind us we will leave; - 
We'll dreſs us all, ſo ſeveral, 
They ſhall not us pereeive. | | 
One ſhall wear white, another red, 
Onegyellow, another blue; e SL 2h 
Thus i diſguiſe, in the exerciſe 
We'll gang whate'er inſue. 


1 Forth from the green wood they are gone, Fd 
With hearts all firm and ſtout, 
Reſolving with the ſheriff n men 
To have a hearty bout. 


So themſelves they mixed with the reſt 
| To prevent all ſuſpiciong  - 
| For if they ſhouldtogether hold, 
| They thought 1t no diferetion, 5 
So the ſheriff looking round about, 
Amongſt eight hundred men, 
But could not ſee the ſight that he, 
Had long ſuſpected. then. 


* 
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Some ſaid, if Robin Hood was here, 

And all his men to boot, g 

Sure none of them could paſs theſe men, 
So bravely they do ſnioot. 


Ay, quoth the ſheriff, and ſcratch'd his head, 


I thought he would have been here ; 
I thought he would, but tho? he's bold, 
He durſt not now appear. 


O that word griev'd Robin Hogd to the heart, | 


He vexed in his blood : 
E*er long, thought he, thou ſhalt well ſee 
That here was Robin Hood. 


Some cried blue Jacket, another cried brown, 


And a third cried brave yellow ; b; 
But the fourth man ſaid, yon man in red; 
In this place has no fellow. | 


For that was Robin Hood himſelf, 
For he was cloath'd in red,; 

At ev'ry ſhot the prize he got, 
For he was both ſure and dead. 


So the arrow with the golden bead, 
„ ſhaft of filver white, - 13 


For his own proper right. Þ A | 


| Theſe outlaws there that very day, 
To ſhun all kinds of doubt, 

By three or four, noleſs nor more, 
As they went in came out. 


Until they all aſſembled were 
Under the green wood ſhade, 
Where they relate in pleaſant * 

What brave paſtime they made. 


Says Robin Hood, all my care is 
How that yon ſheriff may 

Kno certainly that it was * 

That bore his arrow away. 


/ 
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Says Little John, my counſel good 1 
Did take effect before; CE SEO 


So therefore now if you'll allow, 
Iwill adviſe once mote, 


This I adviſe, ſaid Little John, 
That a letter ſhall be penn'd, | 
And when it is done, to e | 
| You to the ſheriff. ſhall ſend. | 
Thati is well adviſed; ſaid Robin "EY 
But how muſt it be ſent re 
Pugh! when you pleaſe it's done witheaſe, 
Maſter, be you content. WEL 
'i Rick it on myvarrow's head, 
And ſhoot it into the town, 1140! 
The mark muſt ſhow where it muſt: 20, 
Whenever it lights down. n | 
The project it was well perform'd, 
The ſheriff the letter had; 
Which when he read he benen. a hs bad. 
And rav'd like one that's mad. 


So we'll leave him chafing in the greaſe, / 
Wigch will do him no good: 

Nowe my friends attend and hear the end. 
ba Robin Rede 7207 de 


XXVII. 


15 Robin Kad and the valiant Knight ; $ 
Together wi th an Account of his Death & Burial, 6.73 


H E N Robin Hood, and his merry men all, 


| Had reigned many years, 
The king was then told that they had Ne bela 


To his biſhops and noble peers. 
Therefore they called a council of Rate,” 

To know what was to be done; | 
For to quell their pride, or elſe 8 reply's | 
| "Th land would be overrun. . 
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Having conſulted a whole ſummer's day, 
At length it was agreed, 


That one ſhould be ſent to try the event, | 
And fetch him away with ſpeed. . 


Therefore a truſty and worthy knight 
The king was pleaſed to call, | 
Sir William by name, when to him he came, 
He told him his pleaſure all. 


Go from thence to bold Robin Hood, 
And bid him without more ado, 
Surrender himſelf, or elſe the proud elf 
Shall ſuffer with all his crew, 
Take here an hundred bowmen brave, __ 
All choſen men of might, „ 
Of excellent art for to take thy part, 
In glittering armour bright, 


Then ſaid the knight, my ſovereign liege, | 
By me they ſhall be led; 


I'll venture my blood againſt Robin Hood, 5 


And bring him alive or dead. 


One hundred men were choſen trait, 
| As proper as ever men ſaw: 

On midſummer. day they marched away, 
Jo conquer that brave outlaw. 


With long yew bows, and ſhining ſpears, 
They marched in mickle pride, 

And never delay'd, or halted, or ſtay d 
Till they came to the green wood ſide. 


Said he to his archers, tarry here 
| Your bows make ready all, 


That if need ſhould be, you may follow me, 


And 5 that you oblerve my call. , 


Pl rſon firſt, he cry'd, 
3th the letters of my good king, 


Well ſign'd and ſeal'd, and if he will ll yield, | 


We need not draw one . 


. 
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He wander'd about till at length he came 25-102 
To the tent of Robin Hood, An 


The letter he ſhows ; bold Robin aroſe, | 
And there on his guard he ſtood. 


| They'd have me ſurrender, quoth bold Robin Hoods. 2 


And lie at their mercy then: 


But tell them from me, that never ſhall be, 4 


While I have full ſeven ſcore men. j: 
Sir William the knight, both nnn 


| Did offer to ſeize him then, 
Which William Lockſl by fortune did fee, - 
And bid him that trick to forbear. R 


Then Robin Hood ſet his horn to his wn 
And blew a blaſt or twain, 
And ſo did the knight, at which there in Gghe: 


The archers came all amain. 

Sir William with care he drew up is men 
And plac'd them in battle TAY z rer 9 

Bold 'Robin we find, he was not behind ; 
No this was a bloody fray : ; 
The archers on botk ſides bent their bens a £4. . 
And the clouds of arrows flew; - 5 
The very firſt flight that honour'd MC. 
Did t 
Yet nevertheleſs their fight did laſt 

From morning tilt almoſt nan; 3 

Both parties were ſtout, and lotł to een 
This was on the laſt of June. 


At ve they went off; one par 
For London with right good wil 

And Robin Hood he to the green wood, 
And there he was taken ill, 

He ſent for a monk, to let kh blood, 
Who took his life away: 

Now this being done, his archers wy run, 

e e © 2 


+ they e. 
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* 
ere bid the world adieu. nnen 
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Some went on board, and croſt'd the ſeas, e 
I0 Flanders, France: and Spain, OG 
And others to Rome for fear of their Wen f 
But ſoon returnꝰd again. 78: 
Thus be that never fear d bow nor ſpear, - 5775110 
Was murder'd by letting of blood, N 


And ſo loying friends, the ſtory doth end 1 
Of valiant bold Robin Hood. N 
There's nothing remains but his epitaph x non, 1 
Which reader, here you have, ko kid :; 
To this very day read it you: eee nin 
As it was n hit ä Tres e coed Bid. Pn R 
He F FO oem 391 nig gd 5 


K* 2 : , | 1 a | 
an 14 4k dar lid 34. 33 
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Robin Hass Bbitaph. yea mY die Tomb i 1 
8 of Birkſlay Mongtery,, im Ye e 


0 B IN, Earl of . 8 4; FR 0 r 
Lies under this little ſtonmm 14 
No E's was like him ſo good; 718 
His wildneſs n nam'd him ROBIN., noob. . 
Full thirteen years, and ſomething more, bs : 
' Theſe northern parts, he JR re. CEE a hen it wr 
Such outlaws * he and his, men | <A 4 = ao 17041 

uu England i never knoy., 2 e eee 
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